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Frum: Fu.ll.l Supervisor, ‘\ wrardento Fisheamd Wildlile O0ee. Sacounento, Califoema
Subjet: Enteran Water Concract Benews] Consu tation for e Portol March L, 2004 through

Fehmpary 28, 2006

The Eristy and Weldife Servies (Serviec) has received the project description lram the 13urcaw of
Eeglmaetion (Reclamation, daes) November &, 2003, on the propesed renewal of up toc 39 ioterim

. CONLracts for nup b dwds voirs meludime the periowl betwern March 1. 2004 and Februare 28, 2006,
Thuese ineenen contracts Gall within the American Breer Dhivisin; the {eoss Yalley Canal Uit the
Calugn Fasin Drgen: the Dela Muendota Canal oo which meledes three pantial compet agsimmenty,
U Sacranmendn River Division, which inglinles noe partal conteace assigotent and the Festher Hiver
Wil Iasleict; the Shasta Division; Trinity Division; and the Frians Division. The prioacy difierenes
et 2l e eetiewal acd the 20002 mternm reoewakb 1 thit rere are 17 Central Valley Projeet
{OVFY comtroctors il were nol proviows!y included, and that the contruer onount Bar the Oty of
Mhosta Lake 1nthe Shast Davision will meresse by 1O acne-teet per vear Youar regues| wis
receivied ol ol e o Navember &, 2003 and amended on Decembes 24, 20005 10 apdate
informalion S e Civy of Shosta Lake  Toe wppdatel inlormation vae St Laky was received o
Tanury &, 2084,

Adter reviewing thw gos iromuenal Baselice o the action arca, the clcets ot the propascd aclisno, the
current stateas of the protected species i Uw aeiion arca aod te coulative efleers, il the Service's
Tl apanue that the action, as proposed, is pot likely o jeopandize the continued existescy of
the T species, and (Uis nol Jikely we destroy or adverse1y modify cread kabdat, ewere designated.
TTns apineen 18 based on the assumpiion that the propased actise will Ty napbemanlyl i sccotidance
with Ty pnogeet descrplion eontakned i the hologicsl epinien. aod specitically i the aetivities will
ernforn 1o e comservalion messures coniaioed io b opinen.
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. Regiona, Director, U5, Burcaw of Reclamation, Midl-Pacific Reglon

Bused on Reclamanen's project description and our cyvaluatwsi oF the status of the specizs, ibe
environoicntal baseling, wogether with efTecss of the action and cumulative efieers, | have concluded
that Roclamation™s request o renew e e water coniraets is o noa-jeopardy Federal action
within the mesning of the Fndangensd Species Aot of 1973

Introduciion

This binlowieal apinean is @ reinitiation and amendmest of the [15, Fish and Wildlife Service's
(Service) February 29, 200K biolopical opinion on Intenm Water Cantract Renewals (Rervice
File # |-1-00-F-(H5 A, as amendud by our biolagical apanian of Februarny 27, 2002, Service File &
1-1-02.F.0070) in sccordance with section 7 of the Endangered Species Act of 1973, s amended
(E5A) This second amendmem to the Fobruary 24, 2000 hislogical opinion addresses the
effeets of the proposed rencwal of the 42 contracts addressed in the biglewical opimons of 200K
and 2002 and 17 new interim contranis (Clable 2 and Appendix A) in aceordance with Seclion
3atdich of the Centeal Valley Projeet Improvement s fCVPIA for 4 maximan period of 2
vears, The water will be used within the imenm contract service areas for agrecaloural,
rvireiipal. and industrial purposes, and will not excccd water allocatians determined by exisung
CVP operations cnteria. loterim OVP waler contract retewals are consistent with the fiered
ampiementation of the CVELA, as described (o the biolegics] opinion on implememation v the
. CVPLA (CVPIA opinin, Service File No.. 1-1-98-T-(H 14},

For the purposes of this [terim comract renewal consulation, all gonservation measures and
non-diserelivnary tetms and conditions descobed in the biclogical epiniot ob lonp-tean coniragl
renewa] of Friant Division snd Cross Yalley Canal Unit Contraets {Feao-Cross Valley Opinion,
Serviee File Ko, 1-1-01-F-CHI27) apply 1o the Dnterun renewal of the Cross Valloy Canal Ut
contracts for the period of March 1, 2004 theough February 28, 2006, or uni] lng-letm cantracls
for the Ceoss Valley Canal 17ni are exccwed, whichever comes first. Therefore, all conservalion
teasures and nen-discretionary terms and conditions of the Friant-Crasy Valley Opinion of 200)
relevant 1o Cross Yalley eontracts are incorporated by refirence into this consultation.

Kelationship of the Proposcd Action to Other Reelamation Actions

The following aclions rolated 10 the proposed action are oot covered by this opinion and may
reguire separate section 7 authodzation, Woe assime tha lor these actions, and for ather actions
tor which Reclamarian has descretionary authoriny, will comply woh ke provisions o he
CVPIA pragramnulic hiologeal opimon, page 2-70, {Savice 1l oo, 1-0-98-F-0148), which
includes o commitmend that Reclamation “will provide neeessary information to the Scerveec’s
Frndangered Species Devision in situations whete a delermination of so affecr |sic] has bean
made, sufficientiy in advance, to enable the Scrvice’s review:

v Mercy Springs pantal assignment delivery 10 Pajaro valley Water Management Agency,
. *  Transiers, assignments, and exchanges, melodiog NDood flows (215 wartar):
*  Warren Acl comricls for conveyance af non-federal water wsing federal facilitics:



Ropiomal Breector, LS. Burcau of Reclamation, 3id-Pacific Region

The Mendota Pool Pumpers Frchange Agreement snd other non-Central Valley Project
waters that are pumped 10t the Menadoa Pogs,

Inclusions and exclusiong o contrict sorvice amea boondarics;

Future changes in purpose of use froo Ap enly w A& invalving any Interim
contracior, including Crass Valley Canal Tnin and Mendeta Pool contractors:

Changes 1o the OV P M& T shortage policy:

Supplernentary M supplics of CVP water;

Anv increascs in dclivenes above actual sllocations identilicd by existing VP
operations criteria, including any updates, o abuwve historcal maxinmm cootract
quantities analveed i the [nterim Biglogical apmion of 2000 (Senice File No,, [-1-00-F-
D055}

Changes to the existing Operations £ritoria and Plan (O AL).

Operations and maintenance uf Reglamation [acilitics associated wih diversion and
eonveyanes of water delivered ander these contracts,

Atthe time of this consuhaion, Beclantation is consulling formally and informally on a rember
af the wetions lisled above, These consaltations will addecss many, but not all, of the mtereelated
cffccts of the proposcd interim renswal of 39 weuler service contracts. The action area, indirect
elfzets, inlermelaled actions, and eilects far this consultwtion are defined relative to the other
actions undergning siowltanecys conswitation. 1 he other OV related actions on which
R.eclasration is cansuling efiber farmally, or infonmally in prepacation tor formal consultateo,
eneTugle;

Remitation ol consultation on eanrdinated operation of the S1atc Water I'roject and the
Ceotral Valley Projoct, ingluding inetreased (laws in the Trintty River, South Dela
Improvement Project {increased pumping @ Backs Pwmping Flant and cffccts on water
opetation, it acities], an mtenie hetween the Catifomia Aqueduct and the Dalta-
Moendota Canal. and a long-term Environncnal Water Account (EW AL, Treepon
Reyional Water Project (effects of that colrast op water aperatians), and vanoos
operational changes that are tdentadiel in1his project desoniption,

Long term renewal af the romaining [approximately] T D= settlement contractors
Central ¥alley Project water service contracts in accotdatce with Central Valley Project
Improvement Act section 34040ck. Except for the City of Fresnoe. consultation on long
icrm contracts for Friant 1ivision contragtors was comMeted on January 19, 2Hi,
Servige file no, 1-1-01-F-0027 “Two-year intetim contew!s were issued 10 the Cross
Vatley contracts amd they are sulyject w this reimitiated lwosvear rencwal,

Operatian and maginienance of Central Valley Project water convevancs Facilities ool pan
ol the OCAP, This consultatiot will wghule the effvcis of selenium discharees
associated with the opecation of sumps and check drains in the Delta Mendota Canal 10nit
i zeenrdance with prior agreement with Reclamation ( Michngy 20H2).

The Envitomnental Water Account thraugh December 30, 2007



Regional Director, 043, Burcan of Reclantition. Mid-Pacific Repion 4

#  Fregport Regional Water Projest (effects of facility construgtion and water ssrvice arcs
ctfects far Sacramento Courey Water Ageney and Fost Bay Muonicipal Water Disinict
* COnIRelA,

»  sowth Delta Doprovement Peoject fooiprint and eonstruction eftects

Dclea smelt are adverscly affected by water operalions associoted widh CVIY water delivery.
Effects of water opsration on the della smelt associated with mier renewal of 39 waier seevice
contracts are wddressed inthe biglogical opinion on the Central Yalley Praject Operstions
Criteria and Plan (Seovice file & [1-44.F007000 As noted alove, Heclamation i mdopmally
cansolling with the Sermvice and NOAA Tisheries on this amd related sctions. As & resuly, delt
smicll will o be furber addressed in this blologreal apimion

With regard o ations deserbod above that reguire fitire eonseltation, there are some issucs
regard g tiew interim coniraets 1o certain Maondota Pool contractors that need 1o be clarilied.
The Service has been informeed thal oew contract renewals autotuatically use the “iterim e ol
contracd.” The interim form of conteact meoledes a mixegl Ag/MED purpose of use (N, Bicknese,
USBER, pers. comn, February 26, 2003, The existing Mendota Pool long tetm contracts
expiredd in late 2002, Reclamation exceuicd initial inerism corracts for Swn 10 wed atd epe-hall’
months 1o cover water deliverics hoiween the comnac) expiraiion date in December and 1he
reewdl of the inierim conrsels on March L 2004, In changing those six cantracts to intenm
conTae (4, the “interim form of conlract™ was used. Due to the short duratior and small amdguo
of waler o bo delivered under these contracts, the aetian was cawgoncally excluded under
NEPA and Reclumation determined the action would have no cffcct on listed species (K. Weood,
LI5BR. pery. comm., Fehmane 26, 200035,

The same inteam shonage provisions are curretlly applicd tw bath Ao angd M&T supplics i
accordance with the June &, 19997 OV LA Admimisiraiive Proposs] oo Urban Water SupiHy
Retahility (p. 2-29, CYPLA Prograsematic biological opinion, Scrvice file no. 1-1-98-F-001 24).
A5 g restll, we do nol anticipate e chanyges to affeer water allacations identificd by existing
OV operations edteria. We expeyt the eftects of these contract changes, and any other contract
changes that bave oceured w5 expited contracts are cotvered e mimerim fome af comraa™, will
b addresied i consieliation on any futere change in VI shorage provisions, Ta fhe exten
el e efects of any futare chamgees o the Shorage provisions ooeur io watcr seTvics arcas,
those effcets should be addressed in consaltations on Jong 1enm eontract tenewals. To fhe exient
that any future changes to the shonage provisions affect Reelamation’s akiliny w comply with
existing Operapons Criteriy and Plan [0 AP], Reclamatton wauid have 1o reinitiate consultaion
on CHOAD.
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Biological Opinion

This bivlogical opinicn is based on information pravided e your Nesember @, 2003 reguest for
consubation. as amended (IS13L-BOR 2003a); the Deccmter 30, 2003 drafl Supplemental
Envirommental Assessment and Dratl Fiding of No Signeficant Imypact prepared Jor CVT

Imtenm Renowal Contracls; the December 14, 2001 Intenm Renewal Conttacy {Consuliglion
Suopplemental lnformation; February 2001 tiolopical assessment {LSDI-BOR 24001a); and
additienal infonnetion provided by Reclanation during the consultation. A complete
adrinistrative record of this consullation s on file in the Service's Sacramento Fish and Wildlife
(Mhce.

This document rupresents the Senvice's biclopical apinion an the effoes olbe action onthe
following specics and critical habitat. This documeéen also represents the Service’s conference
apimion an the eflects of the action on the propesed Central Distinet Populalion Segment of the
California tiger salamander.

The Serviee has considered the infonnation you peavided o thye other endangered, threatened,
and pronosed specics oty the Jist provided in your request for forme] conseltation. On the hasis of
\hat information, and the information deserbed above pertaiming to related Beclamation actons
undergoing sirmulaneons consulation, the Service concurs that this projest is not likely o
alversely afTegt the nllowing species and critical kabalac:

Califemia condye, Crvmmapips califrniues, Endangered
Califormia condor entteal habitat

Della smel, fhpromesus trenspecifions. Threalened
Shesey Indian glaver, Trifolium amoenum, Fndangered
Valley ellerberry lenghom beetle eritival habatal

Therefote, [or these spocies and critieal habitat, unless new infomation indicmes st the action
will alfezer them in a way ned considered. na further consubtation under the Aot §s necessary. i1
new information comes 1o light that indicaes the action may affeet them, please contact s
immediaiely,

Table 1. Species considered i this piological epinien, incluoding cownmon name, s<Igniic B,
Federsl status and whether the spesies has eritcal habaat e Californis counties with CVE Drterim
Renuewal Contragtars. Mot Fatraes in bobd indicale changes nol considersd in the 2002 :riecm contract
renewul congiltalion.

Conimon Name Scjentific Name Federsl Stalus C:xitical
_ ) _ ] o . o o ___, Hakitar
Alaroeda witlpsiike . Mazsicnphiy freralis enevvantfiuy Threaienvd Wacared |
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Conmon Mame o Sclentifle Name Federal Slat_u.x J_E;:il':::'
Hd.lﬁltdl.]i.- . " Halinew e feec -::--:'L,::--‘m-l'u'-: Threanened
I!av Lhcckcrnpm autturfy FHF.IIJL-{II.I‘:]-';I{ ﬁ:f:z.hr.z i) e JL-:r'. Threaencd T Yes
" Flumt-nesed h:::l;larrl lLzard Gambei sy ]'Zl'l-l-:lEJ'Jé;L'H-'il
Calafomi ¢,.|H.p'|_!-q_‘;|' ral Ralfuz fr}ngam'..'rrt erfsiale B Lndangercd
" Culilivnia | ewel ower s ﬂufcln{nua.tdf{.fﬂrd.;Fui o Fﬁrldangu:r{-rl _
Calaformia red- 1¢Eg|:rl froy "7 Rama qurorg draytinil - " Threatened Vacared
(allfarnis tiger salamander, Amb}:rnmrﬂ:rmﬂ Pr:-ppnﬁi_'d ) I
Lentral IIPS Threatened
Colusd grass A Cofiupfia Lm'r'rmrm Threatened Yes
f’.:iﬁm:r.-ancy falry shrimp Hranehinoera muwnu.rm - l'nddngtrtd Ve
.{.'-::l'_'.-'ulu ELIcaE L Ceirnalhus jlrrm..:a I ]-r1-::|angc1'¢-:l o
Pela smelt _ Hppomestis .:r.;m'.pa.:_,r.'.:-m Thrzatened p-
Tl Dorule bedstraw " Gl ra.l':rurm: WA NEQ. Slerrae Endangered T o
Fleshy owl s-clover fh.ﬂ].”:’.'ﬂ r'rrmpn;'-:m:. s -.]-'1 *\.Hn:"ﬁu..?ﬁ‘.l‘!!ﬂ " Threstened Yot -
I Fresno KEngarod tal DJ,Dﬂf!erH m:n:ru.'n’u CEHy ' Endangl:rf:d.-_ Nes
Cran garfer snake Tﬁzam.-mp}:u Bigas o :]-'11n:ah.m,r_| o
Coant kangaroa rdl ﬂapudnm_-.: ARy Fndangd.,n.d T
Grreene s tuctora Fuctorio graoei Endangered Yes
H.m'_'.- Ot ks | Greuttia pifosa o Lndangem:l "‘!t;c;_
Ha.rtweg s En]den ﬁ.mburst. 7 Psedubuhia burhrifeli " Endangered )
Hoover's SplLrue - ] r.ﬁr.!mﬂr.'-'ﬂ':.'q’ .frm'.n.en " “Theeatened Yos
"f'im'-zr s o ly=51at 1 Eriastrun huovert " Drelisted
Kook s chovker-mallow Sldalcer becki Lndunhen:d Yes
Koern mallgw .FJ"'P.I?I.:J.I': b ket Lndangc‘n:d C
Large-ilowersd fiddlenack Amsinekia gmnd:ﬁnm Lnd.mgmd Y
[ayne's hutterweed * Lenecin lavRagn Threatened
T.east Bell™s wirea " Vires be ﬁj]-ﬁﬁ;.—'e‘u: Endangered
Lgnghern Suiry shnma Aranchinecta dangisntodnd " Endanpered Yos
“Metcall ¢ LRy |L'I-'-L||:-|L'I-"|?rL"'I' 'i'!rtrpram.lu.l.v .;:J'hj.r.l'm i, mibidus E ndangi:n:-:i o
pountun plover  Charadrioe monianes Propasal Witbdrawn
Hotthern spotted owl Strix epeidemtnlis panrina Threatened  Yeu
Palmate-hracted hind's-beak Corfyploathny Ir?.:'].l'!:l?;:rau Erdangeted T
Pmt. Hill ceanorhus C Ceanathus Fisderikar Lrdanpreeed
"B Ll Mannelbush .’rcnmﬂ.m'eua'mrr Lafiforna e -, {ff‘{'mﬂ{.ﬁ-f'n,:. lndangercd r
I“:-EI'?.!I"a_-l'-l'l-t.;iTlt.J_ Ly g]_'ﬂ.ﬁ_ T oareutie vescoda o ]_'“-ndany:n::l.
" Kalt rarah harvest TesL _-_éea!hrm.l'nnrmm T F@VIERI _ Endangercl
bacmmmm-f:]:nlltt.;ﬂ I*ﬂ,q{lmf.hn:y.& FRUL eI s T Delisted
Sun Jowyguin adabe sunburst P epfodbeafri peresoi Vndangered :
“Han Teaquin kit fios Fradpres mae ey smedica Endangered
Hun Jnaguin 'vallc:r ﬂn:un Tass {erum TRty ]‘hr-. atenpd Vs

- ———
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Common Name Sewentilic Name Federal Siatps 'I:I;l!:i:::

l_b:x-n Imqum Hm:lh' Ereads .wm{,?;m com gy - T E-ndungu:n:ﬁ .

Hanta larg Vallew l..-udh. %l I.er':'r_m ~etifolin o h Ii:]dun_w.:lml_ T
Slenler thncull ey e qarEier Tl - T L'hrsspoercal T %y
‘&11?[1-1*::1\. Mt MR- :.,lnn { rh'.h;e.':. adarkhits i o '__I?_ml.-mgumrl__-

. HITLIrI.lH hl'dﬂh I:lbhlt S Teitagms B Ju.lr.r:m r.'p.u.u:-. ) o Endangezed I o
RT[MTIJ.H woodral ".w:rr.-r.l-.-.f Sase |,rh-. % FEpAdrhe s . F-'ﬁ.;ImI;n:n_-d o
Libwan paﬁﬁrxh T tawrillei affingg sg, gl fa  knda n::-:r-.:c!— )
Flpln11 k“tl-amu ran o .l’Jepr.l.-Ir:rm'. r-:rm.f-rma': w Tl s T E{nda::;._:cru:[_ ) o
“Valley L]dcrhE'n". 3 longhom heele  Flesmoeet i -:n'..l_.l'm.'rr: i r..".'.;r'_ﬂ_.l,r}_hu.-. T Threawcned Ve

T Wernal p-;m! Fu-r': shrir B H'.r'.nu frierue i ."1 el Threaoed — Yes
Vel pool [il-.i.pu];:EE [ fa ,':rrfrr: Ha It .i;.:.-r.:ﬂ_-_ _— o I-.|1|:|;1_g|;n--;] _ "!n:-.

Federally listed salmomicds and therr critical hahitat ocour w b ar dow restreanm o Jnlering
conra] service arcas. These species are imider (e jurisdicteor of the MO8 & Fishenes

Changes Sinee 20002

Changes inthis List of specics singe 2002 inglude the propasal ol the Califormia tiger salamatid
Thsttt Popdation Scpment as a threatened species: final designation of ceitical habim for 15
vermal peol specics; vacature of clical habstat for the Californa eed-legped feog and Aoy
whipsnake: anid removal of Floover™s woolly-star and Saccamento splittal from the hst of
ihreatened aml endanpered species. Additional indormation oo these activns can be feund m the
seclion By ironmentyl Bascline and Sles of Speces in the Action Area.

Consultation History

Apret 3 200 Reclamation pravisles o mienws e the Servive repanding the states of Coordination
with Califomig Deparfiment af Pesticisle Regulation (UMY na jaint effort 1o provide
endungered species mformstion to pestictde nsers consistenl with comgeation measure
Zer af the 20000 Entenim Contract Rencwal biological oploion.

Devember 12, 2006, The Serviee submits an insnfficicney memo to Reclamatean pegarding
milkation of formal consultation for the long reon contract renewal of cooraets m the
Crelta Mendota Canal Ui of the CVE. The rieang igcludes g review of starus wul
conmplianee with the lowrin Comeac Bonewal Biolopieal (pinion of 20040

Sirrderrr A0 2007 Reguest from Reciamaton ol Service initiating formoad conswltalion for
inderim OV water secvice eontracts Sar the perunl of Tebruary 2001 10 Febirnegry 2002,
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Bureau of Beelamation, Mid-Pacific Regon
Seientilie Name Fuederal Siatus ('Irmiml
— — _ C 7 Habitar
H.-r.'mc 10 I: umny’mu.m Thresiened
s upJ'n i vtfeflice ."-'fn:.'ﬂ'.. i T Fhreaened Vew
Ctambotia sihe. - T-LL].I'I"-L el
Hr:.".l'n'- Fu-'r,srrm-:r.l" bl B T r14:|u|1p¢:’f‘d . o
'S :r.rn'.-m.r.llu-. nn'.-.f.-mum-. o n:I.m_b-:rcd o
| B awrenddvrveni T T heen E’IIL-..I A ‘\ acaled
T fﬂrhufuam -l'_-'TI‘I_.I'-::'".l.'L 'l T P posed - .
. ___Threalened .
| New fruﬂi‘m mnr.'rh.urrr hreatencad Yes
" Brunehined corser w.'.:.u_ - o TindunErH Ve
T T ;.'r..'.'rra?-arn dereragn B ﬁﬂﬂr@ﬂrﬂ{l _1 T
.I’.fl.,rnrmr:'m'. s a:u‘rru—x Theeatened T Wes
lir:u'rrrm :n:r;ell'-r.r.l"?llr‘.';rrl wap, u:r g - IEndaﬁ‘L?md S I
T {m.’n’h'.l i f:.lm;l-e"..'rr--_;xr.! bt e i ] lrcanenad — Y n _:
JrJJ'J-".Iﬂ"r:I?.I"'L\ N AR o 1‘.!.I'J'| _E-:1—1-:_.1£m_u_1:r|:-d_- Tﬁ .
N i".l'r::r.r:l.lrrﬂ.':'hn igry o 7 Tarcatemed
-’Jc,'mdﬂrm:. mgcm i CE mh'm;.:d o
T Hucraria P grecie S ]_n-l.mb,:. el Yoeu
T fhrenttiv J.'.'-r.’.;:u-..c.I i - J.:'.:I,anr_rcd CoVes
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Comison Naoe Secientifie ‘”ﬂamc | Federal Status E!rn:;li:::_.

':;3‘1 Jovaegain 1.-.1.14::]} threads 'I-!-l’.l'ﬂt-'l'i-',l'ﬂ-:i e el orii Endangrred
" Santa Clura Va Vailey -.iule- Meclleva sgrcheilii o T Endengered
“Sler, l:lt:T 1'..?1'-.. W gTasis Grt wtti jemeis T Theearened _ Yes

| Stebbins r'rmrmng-glm} -|.' rh r!.r*,;:m Stiztrinrf I Endaniered
“R:parian hm:‘h rablbn T Sefuitagues bachmani np-.zrrrn _ _ [ Endangcred
Puparan mw:rr..rat -_l V..Jr:-rr}rr:;:.rfw.r.zpe: ripard — _ Endar_ug.-:n:c! i
11bumn pmmhru-:.h Cuastillnge atfiis ssp. "'-'P“Eh’t'“fﬂ Endangesvd
iju_rn kﬂnbarqm rat J':ln;rmdr:-!m ¢ mireateides titrasdes ) Em:lzm_gurcd i
CWelley o dL“‘hl:rr':r 'nrghum haeti T Devmucerus californicus dimorphys Threatened B Vs
“Vermal pood My Sirump N Branchitecto J'_Urc-fu _"_ Threatsened Yis
“n"-:r'nal ] tadpole shamp | L.ﬂprﬂ'umﬁ packardi . ' Endangered Yes

Fedleraliv listed salmonids and their eritical habitat occur within or downstream of jmerim
contract service arcas. These specict are under the jurisdiction of the X044 Fisheries

Chanpes Singe 2002

Chunges in this list of spevics since 2002 include the prapogal ol the Califernia tger salamander
THstinet Population Sesment 15 4 threatened species; final desygnation of critical habitat for 15
vemal pual spocics; vacatare of critical hahit for the California red-legeed frog and Alameda
whipsnake; and removal of Hoover's woolly-star and Sscramento splittail from the list of
threatened and cndanseered specics, Additional information on these aetians can be Tound in the
seclion Lnviconmental Baseline and Status of Species in the Action Area.

Consuitation History

Aprd 50 2000 Reclamarttan provides o meme 10 e Servive regarding the status of Coordination
with Califbmia Depanment of Pesncide Regulatjion (CDPR) m a joint efTost to provide
endangered specics inforaumion to pesticide uacrs consistont with conscrvalion measure
Ziz, of the 2000 Imenim Comract Rencwsal biologiczl opinion.,

Drecember 12, 2000: The Service subnit: an wsufficiency memo to Reclamation regarding
imitiation of formal consulalion lor the long tem condract renewal of contracts in the
Dela Mendota {Canal Toni o the CVP. The meme igcludes a review ol staws and
compliance with the Interim Contract Renewal Biglagical Opinon of 2000,

Jineeny B Bequest from Beelamation to the Scrvice imsting fommad congulbalion ar
interitn CVE waler service comracts for the pedod of Febroany 2000 o February 2002,
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Febrwary 5, 2000 Reclamation provides ta Lthe Service a copy of the Drafl Sunplemental

Covironmental Asscssment for the Renewal of Interimy Waler Service Contracts through
February 23, 2002, Central Valley Project, Califormig, and the drafl Finding of %o
Stgnifacant Impact dates] Tebmary 2. 2001,

Fobrgry 28, 2001 Reelamation secks convurense {vid mema) of the Servioy that 1he partial

assignmern of the Merey Springs OV P contract wiil pot adversely alier any disted
specics under the junsdiction of the Senace.

Frhruary 28, 2007 The Service extonds o Yeyvear antil Fabmasy 28, 2002, the 2000 Jnterim

Brenewal Centract biological opimion and eoncurs with Reclamation™s conclusion Hud the
delivery of the partial sssignment of OV'P contract water fromt Mercy Spnngs Water
District w the Santa Clard Valleoy Water Thisinct and Westlands Wailer Thsioot (Morow
Springs partial assigimnenty 1or ese of up o 6,260 gere-feet of CVP waler for | yoar from
March 1, 2001 to Felwuary 28, 2002, 15 nof Lkely to advorsely affect federally hsted
species,

Jume TY 200 - The Service subeoits & e o Beclamalion regarding concerms aher

exceedences of seloenivm levels in weilind water supply ehannels 1o the Grasslands Arca,
arud e getions that Reg Lanation undertikes may m[uenee these excesdences. The
memno ssked Reciamation wo determme iU rematiation ol the Jpterim cantract biological
opimon was warranted, and further asked Reclamation take steps 1o correct these
seleninm issues before initlialing consulation with the Service on long-lem contract
renewal for the Della Memdata Canal Unit, or ancadditional imenm renewal of fhe
COMLTUCE.

Sune 272007 Letiers 1o the Scrace firom the Boand of Supervisars, Counoty of Saera Clara and

from Boand of Directors, Saa Clara Yalley Water iistinet which inclades commibments
on the part of Santa Clara Caunty o partivipate in the 1) preparation of 2 malti-specics
HOPASCCE with the goal of completing a final HCESNOOP and subaritling at
application for incidemal take peonits within 5 years; and. 2 establish un interim process
that will keep conservation and roeovery oplions apen lor affectod species, and  ensure
County compliance with E5A and the Califormea ESA with regard to the 1ssuatice of
discrefionary peemidz, encluding apmicultural activitics, whete federal junisdiction appliss,
during the penod prior to approval of the HOP.

Octuber 19, 200 Meme from Keclsmation advising the Service that Reclamation 15 developing

a prapesed action of executing Inerim Renowal Contracts for 2 periad ol 2 vears, from
2002 w0 2004,
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Mevenher 15 2007 Reclunation sebmits a momn o the Serviee requesting mitation of
nfemual consultation with the Serviee on ntedm OVF Water Contreer Renewzls for 1he
period from March 1, 2002 theaugh February 29, 2004,

Dgvember 18, 2004 The Serviee receives a memy from Reclamation dated December 14, 2001
providing sepplemental ipfarmaiion for e lnteom Reoewal Contract consalatae.

Pepember 19, 2001 The Service sibroits 4 mema to Reclamiion reguesting additional
mformatiom and requesting hat Reoelamatien initiale fonnal cansulaton on lowrim
Contract Rencwals.

Jadswry 17 200E The Service submils a memo mespoidiog to Reclaroxtion’s request o initiate
formal consulzation, amd reguesting additional information status of implememation of
consers alian measeres1erms and conditions of the Intetim bological opitase af 20060,

Jereary 24, Z002. Reclamartion subimits a metno 10 1be Serviee responding 1o the Service's
January 17, 2002 for sdditeonal information on Interim VP Comract Renewals.

Fohnry 7, 2002 Reclamaion and the Service mee? w discuss consernvation nicasures proposcd
by the Service o e added Lo the profoct desenption of the Interm biologieal opinion.

February 20, 2007 Reclamgtion provides a wrilten response to e Scrvice reganding the
Serviee's proposed conservation measurcs to be added 1o e project desenpiion of the
bological opimion of Interim Kenewal Compracts.

Movember 6, 20635 Reclamation eeguests initialnn on 52 mterim cenewal contracts for the
peried March 1, 2004 through Februars 28, 206,

Sanigry 8 200 Service reccives amendad infonmmion for imerim contractor Uity of Shasta
Lake dated Lrecotnber 23, 2003,

Febrigrry 19 200 Service reecives supplementad information reparding prescnee of eritical
habitat. *atural Diversity Dhtalase coconds, and other baseline information for merion
CONTECLOTS.
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Project Deseription

The propased aciien is o execule up @ 59 inlenns wiker service eomtracks [lisied in Appemliz A)
For up to twe vears belween March L 2004 throwah Fobinery 28, 2006, Dhwese interim gontracts
Fall wendvinn the lloweng diviswens arunits olbe OV American Biver Division (o 4
contracti), Crass Valley Coeal Uit (0= 8 cotteacts), Colusa Basin Pratn Unic {n L eortrecl.
Delea Mendars Canal Loie o= 24 contracts) which ivcludes 3 partiad contract assigoitems,
Sacramenmy Biver Division (U 14 contraci=] which melndes one pantial contrac) assignment,
Shasta Divisiar in 3 contragts), Trinity Lavision (o 3 contracts) Feather Wiver Division en |
contract), and Freunt Division (n - 1 conleact).

Ifferenees between the 20803 interim conteacts amd The 2004 anterim conlriels arc 1) an
additional 17 CVP contractors now reguire inteom renewasl contracts. and 2 the comracs amoun
{or the Cliy of Shasta Lake §5hana Davizion) will erease Tram 2,750 i oe-feet voar 1o 4,300
sere-foct year. The seventeen additional interim renewal contractors included in 2004 gut were
red e wded i 2002 are as Tollews:

Tuhlt 2, Seventcen additinnal interim renewal contractars in 2004 chat were
nel inciuded in the 2002 inwerim contract renewal eonsulcation. o
Conlract
armauni
(afryear)

CVF Contractor name
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"Table 2. Seventecn additional inlcrim renewal contractors i 20 Thal were
uot included in the 2002 inlerim contract renewal consullation, _
Lontract

CVEP Conlracier bame amount
_ - talyeary
_ Fraaxy Dhvisoy
[-rmni—hv. ro Canal: o

ewis Creck Water District ferreey neat resen . bt il incfuche 1 450
i T i fre fmpacd arnithy ¥is) T
SACKAMENTO RIVER DIy mm L

']3_ Wostside Wator [XISRILET fersudpraene st frﬂr!l C oy :gff Tlvusi I L0060

- — - a.
—_—

_Afmaly . _ . _
S ASTA DIV ISION L o
14. \1n||r|l:.n|1 Cate ¢ c County Servive [Districr o . ‘-:lm
15 ":.hdw Coumty Water Authority o __ 4 ﬂ'DU
Twis1Ty RIVER ]}lwslm L . .
H’J i':haa!.a (" mmtv Serviee : Disipct L . _ 1L
1 L . MiscrLa ANEO! & o . —_—
_Coluya Bm!n Drain: _ - ~ .
17. { £ elusg [:I]':nn WL A f¥en 0 carfrodd - JORA) _ 100600 )

As shown i Table 2. Teoe of the intertn renewals in 2004 reprosent new partial yssignments of
existiog coniracts. The four assignments are: 11 Merey Springs Water Diasirict w Woestlads
water Tstrict Distmbation 12istrict 22 (boch in the Delia Divizion), 23 the partial assipmucns of
RBatda Carbong migaten Disiiet and Wes Side Iropgadion Dasteiv) contricts 1o the City of Tracy
(ull i the Delta Davizaon), amd 31 the assigrment of County of Colosa waeer o Westside Water
[rstrict {hoth io 1he Tehama-Colosa CCanal Ungl, Sacrsmenes River Divisioon),

The proposed action also inchades the execution of imterim eonleact S, | oJ-D0-200-949- 118 with
Bl Ponanda lemgation Districn. This comract would allow cottuue] delivery of C% ] water 1 the
Slv Turk Lnet dureng a transition penod pending {inal 1ransder of the 81y Park Ui Litle from the
United Slates o the B Derado Tmgation Prsnct

Inecbuded im the 2002 iaternm renesal and 1 fles 2004 interem renewal 15 1he delivens of water
o the partial assipnmient of Merey Springs Water Disteier in vhe Della Mendora Canal
Dyivision 1o Yestlands Water Disicict Dastributon Thsioer 21, and Sama Clara Valley W13 £see
Appendix Ay Meroy Springs Water Dasiaer wasigned & 260 acee-feet of 15 OV Contrew e the
Fajara Valley Water Managemoenl Ageney (VW MA), Westlaods Water Laisirict Distribution
st #1, and 1be Santa Clara Valley W0 in 199%, [In conjencuan with this Fartial
Assignment, FVIR M AL Sants Claca Vadley W and Woestlands WTI Distrbotion 12isuact £
exgeited the “Apreoment Relating ta Partial Assagtment of Waler Senaice Contract™ {Relaed
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Agrcerment). Gencrally, the Related Agreemont allowy Santa Clara Yallyy W and Wosilands
WY Pristribution Distric 21 o tabe delivery oo the witer an an ingenim bagis unless and until the
PY WA s evetualiy ready to take delivery of the OV E water for beneficiel use inits serviee
atea.] PY WA could bogin to take delivery in vear Lot the camtract (20091 but B purposes
of this prajeet deseriplion, PVWMA 8 assumied o whie water sfier year 20 a0 he assignmeent,
Specifically the Redated Agreement allocates water during the 2-vear period of 1he proposed
acticrn us dollows:

* Wessland Water District Distribution District 81 can ose ap to 0,200 gerc-fectoecar i
Mieest ety vver the Arse 10 vears of e assigoment,

o Santa Clara Yalley W1k can wse wp 1o 0,260 acre-Teenyear, bud ol aeore b
cumulative wolal aof 10,0000 af of water duning the fiest 10 vears of the sssienment, 1o
dawe, Santa Clara Valley W2 has diverted approximately 4000 at of water, s¢ no maore
thar appreximately 000 al total can be used by Santa {Clara Walley WD between March
1. 2004 and the end of Febryary 2009,

= Both Westlunds Waer Distoen Dasterbeien District #1 and Santa O lars Valley W
ettered i the Agrerinent s g means o obram witer that cowld be used w0 offset watcr
shortages, Therefore, Westlands Water District Dostnbution Districr #] and Sama Clam
Walley W wall only schedule waler availanle purawsnt 1o 1he Partial Assignment in thosc
years which CVP water allocations do nod mest the respective distriet’s need.

The propused action daes 1o imelude an analvsis of the constmction ot'a comveyance struclare or
eifects of the delivery of OV water to PV W AMA's serviee area. Thas s a soparale actiot akd is
buing analyrel inothe Pajare Hasin Maragement Plan I8, which s corremly in cieglation 28
draft pubdic documenmt, Section 7 consultation o this plan has Teen indtisied,

Exerotet af interms cuntmets s needed 10 continue delivery of OV P water (o intenm contraciors
until 1he fong-torm contracts can be cxcewtcd. The petiod of repewal for each interim contract
wolkd e for wp ter bwo years, as permitted ander subsection 3303(c) 10 of the CVPIA. The
cUtrehl gonlmel provisions ate those thal are ncluded in the exastng water seovive Sontacs,
wilth endy minor, administrative changes 10 the conteact provisioony. Existing eontract provisions
slich ag pinanenl, waler qllﬂlil}', WALCT IMCASUESEIETLL, Waler eonpseriialicn, waker shonage,
discretionary provisions of the Reclatmation Reform Act, Tnlangered Species Aot compliance,
and standard articles bave ool changed. Tenenm OV waler contract rencwals are consistetd witly
the ticred unplementation of the CVPTA | as described in the Blological epition en
Iroplementation of the CVPTA (CVILA opiuan, Service File Na., [-1-98-TF-0124),

i addition, Artele b)Y of the existing Interim renewal contracts melodes mntiad and dependent
covenants mulually agreed upon by the partivy, related e Water 10 be Made Available and
Delivered 1o the Conrractar ag fullows, “The Contractor shall wilize the Peaject Water made
available w3t pursiant o thiz inlenm renewal contract in agcerdangy with all applicable
reyuirenients of any Hiological Opioion addeessing the vsecwtion of this intenm renswal contract

developed pursant to scetion 7 of thy ESA of 1973 s amended, and in accordance with
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crvironmenal documeniation as may he required for specifie activihes, imcheling conversion of
lrrigalion Waler to M&] Waler,” Part of the Servics and Reclamation stralegy to cnsure
cotnphianee with the E5A incfudes a comminment for Rectamanon 1o 7' provide negessary
mfonuation 1o the Senvice's SFWO Endangered Specics Thvisien iz siiualions where a
deterrination of ae affier [vee) has hzen made, salficiearly io advance, W etable the Seevice's
review. Beclamation actinos subject 1 1his tequirciient include ¢oaversion of imgation Walcr
to M water (CVPLA programmatic bological opinion. p. 2-70, Serviee File no. 1-1.88-F-
0124

Water will be delivercd 1o the interim water service contractors and {ross Valley Lt
contractors in quaniites up wr the conteact totals, althoogh 11 is Tikely tha delivenes will
appragimnae comragt quantitics provided in Appendix A, These 2004 mienm rencwal contract
quarntitics remain the same as in the existing water ser lee coneacts, with one exception. The
comiract wnount for the City of Shasta Luke will now charge from 2,750 10 4,300 acre-foctyear.
Alhough the Ciyy of Shasta fake contract amount is increasing, the actual wee of water will ned
change sighidicant]y over the next o years, aod oo gdverse cffect on ligted speeics i expected
because 1he City o Shosta Take™s servige arca lacks enher designated critical halsitat or Known
accurmenses of listed specics, with the possible exception of valley elderberry [ongheom beetle.
Flowever, elderberrics, if present, would be expacted to be in locally crceptional aneas protes ted
front development by wetlumd 1aws heeaose streams in the City of Shasta Lake's service srea are
imermaltent and mestly bordercd by gy pineoae oak foresis rather than willows, eottonwoods,
and sycamore species Lhat are indicative of wetlands.

o changes to distoet boundaries are part of the propesed action, Beclamaton will ¢onsell with
or notify the Serace {as appropriate) oo falure inglasions and cxclogions Lo any inlerim renewal
contrag [ servics-artd bonndanes o determine if any inclusions ot anpexations altect Tiseed
BPCETES.

S0 watcr iransdors are part of the proprosed action, Cenain (emporary wiler serviee actions
including cenain histric repporary transfors thal have been covered by existing envivanmetital
docimentation amd congullaiion, Appropoate cuvironmental compliance and scetian 7
cansultatians will be compleled for any other requests feoem merim comrasions for Reclamation
appraval of CYEP water transiirs,

Warren Act comtracts for conveyance of non-fedaral water wsiog federal facilitios are nod part of
the propesed action. Uhe Mondota Pool Pumipers Exchange Agreerment and other non-Central
Valley Project Waters that are pumped ince the Mendots Pool are also ool pant ot the proposced
aclion.

Potential impacts anising from (uiuee assigoments of water are alzo not included in the proposed
action. They are separate independen actions and reguine their own NEPA and ESA
comphance,
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Future changes in use from agrieultural-immgaien enly w Municipal and Indostrial use (ME0) are
alao indeporuicne actions that ate bot ineluded m e proposed inferim renewal aviion. Pursuang
W Article Sk olthe Intenim Renewyl Coatracis, aclual changes of purpase of use pursuant te
the peneral aushonization would require speeilic copvronmental documyntation,

Chanaes o the existing Operativns and Creria and Plan (OCAP) are undecgaing o separate
independent consullalion wd are not part of 1he preposcd action.

Kev Assumptions

Breawse of the commplex histary ay well as 1be complex present ensjrommental al eepulaioey
conlext of [nerm Waler Contract rengwals, widd beeavse 1his agtion is related 1o 2 number of
other Reclamation actions, the Serviee has had to make a number of assnmptions about ikely
furure cvens sl context al the iterin reoes al acipen. While pol exhaustivy, the following Hs
of ey assumptions has been centrl w our offects analysis and jeopardy findings, As such, 1he
tailing of any key assumption should be cansidered reason for cetnitiating consultaiign on the
2004-2006 Tenerion Water Contract renewals, The Senvice assumes the Jollowing:

11 In response o seversl proposed highway projects proposed by the Santa Clara Vallcy
Transporauon Authority and the potential need for the Secvice 10 consult on the long-term
venews! of 8anta Clara Yalley Wi s Federal Cemral Valiey Project Waer Contracis, the
Service has requested that a Habivat Conservalion Plan (HOP), meeting federal standards, be
prepaccd ey addeess potential direct and indiree! inpacts to federally listed species and ther
habitan in Santa Clars County from aoticipaled development in the Ciy and County. Tha
County of Sanla Clara, the Cuty of Sar Jose, and the Saoia Olara Valley W1 have ¢ach
subroatied keliers iodicating (ngir respective commilment to work cooperatively towards the
developinent ¢ s multi-species HCP. The Santa Clara Valley W3 and the Service will carry
aul the comemitments stated in Tony Estecmera, Chairperson, Board of Direclors, Sana Clara
Valley Watee Ingirier letter dated Tuee 27, 2000 Carrent commitments by SCV W thar arc
utderwuy | ode:

a) The SCVW D, along with the County of Santa Clara, the iy of San Jose, the Santa Clara
Valley Transpertation Authety. the Calforna Departmetit of Fish and Game, the United
States Fish and Wildiife Scrviee and the National Okeanie and armosphernic
Admimistration are aegotiating a formal Planning Agreement for the development of the
HOPACCP, This Flanning Agrcement is being negatiated fir the parposes of hut not
limated e 11 defining the weographic scope af the planning area; ) identi fying prelimminary
conscrvalieh abjeciives e the planping ares: 3] ensering coordiption amoni the local
agencies and wildlifi agencics; and 43 estabhishiog an interim process during HCPSCCE
plen development that cncourages condineng condugive to achieving the preliminary
canservatien ohjeclives.

by Funding of approximately 510000000400 assumed 1o be roywired te support preparation of
the HCPNCCF will be joimly funded between the apencies and projects which wall
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Bengdit, SCVWLY agrecs to contribute o propottionate share of the cast, cormmensurmte
with the Thstnet’s 1nterests,

e) SCVIWD agrees to develop an interim progess in ceorlination with the USFWS to keep
conscrvaiion and recovery options ppea for sficeted species. and o ensoee 50D
compliance with the ESA with regard to the issuance af diseretionary penonits where
federal jurisdiction applivs during the peried prior to g decision on the HUPSNCCP, and
isseanes of incidental 1ake permits.

21 Beclamanion will oniinue to implement in 2 gDy roapner reles ant gnvironniental
COMMHEENLs, conscrvatian measures, @nd lerms and conditions from other bislogical
apanions as sppropriate. These commitments include unplementatien af the VPTA and
Copdmued Operation and Maintenanee of the CVP Mvosgmbee 21, 2000, Senvice File Xo,, -
1-98-F-0124), the Frant f.ong Tertm Comtraot Renowals (Service File Xoo, 1-14H -F-0027)
and the £irasslamd Bypass Project (Service File oo, 1-0-01-1-01 531 Odher O3 P-relaed,
non-CVELA (Contrd Valley Project Improvement Act) activns benefiting fsh, wildlife, and
associated babitats and related to effeets of nterim Contract Benewals will eantinue, with at
least current landing levels, neleding,

a] the Central Valley Habitat Monitonng Progron™s Compeehensive Muapping:

. by implementation of the Central ¥aley Habitat Momitoring Propram s 1and 1se
Aonitoring and Reporting;

e} CWEP Canservalton Program and CWPLA B 1{other) Hahilal Restoration Program.

1) Reclarmation will immplentent the Propesed Aclion in s manncr consisient with
implementation of any lisied species recovery plas, ineluding e Fingl Recovery Plan for
Calformnia ted-leggel [rog (USEWS 20020, Urafl Recoveny Plan for the Giant Crartee Snake
(LSTWS 1999, Final Recovery Plan fur {iabbro Soil Flants of the Central Sigrma Nevila
foothills {LSFWS 2002), Recovery Plan for Serpentine Suil Species of the San Franeisco
Baw Area (USFWS, Seplember 19%8a), Recovery Flan for Upland Species in the San Joaguin
Valley (LUSTWS, Seplember 1998, Drafl Recovery Man for the Least Bell™z Vireo
(USEWS, 19983, Recovery Plan Jar the Large-fliowered Fiddleneck [LSTWS, L9uT),
Recovery Plun for the SacramemorSan Joeaguin Delta *ative Fishes (USFWS,1995), and
Recovery Plan for Valley Elderberry Longhorn Beetle (USFWS, 1954),

41 Reclamation and the Serviee will cocedinate, for ¢eosystomn-level planniog purpases relative
t waler delivenes to CVP commetors, Reclamation wall provide informiation 1o the Service
on atnual delivesigs each year, prior to or concument with informing the water districts on
their allocalion amounts. (Howewer, it is understond 1hat bielowical apingons for QCAF {1-1-
Ga-F-70) and Los Yaqueros {1-1-95.F- 117 and 1--95-F-1338) are in place. and 1he motal
. amount of these CVP Jeliveries cannntl exceed the tinal consolidated amauet eonsidered in
these opininms),
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Status of Conservaticn Measures from the 2000 and 2002 Interim Renewal Opinion

The Noveraber 21, 2000 apmion an CVPLA implememation (file [ 1-98-F-0H24) serves as a
progmmnntic document under which other subscguent C%F consallaticens are Dered. A
deseribed inthe 1995, 2000, and 2002 Imeno opiniony {February 29, 20000, Service File Mo |-
1-G0-T-18336; Felraary 28, 2002, Service File o, 1-1-02-F-0070), Reclamation has agreed to
implemnent consernvalion measures, The following conservation measures, incheling the statuy
and nced of pasl conservation measuees, are eontioued as part of the ooveing operation and
tmaintenance of the OVP.

Shori-lerm cooservation program. Reclamation developed and implemenied a shon-temm
CONSCrvation pragram for the [nlerm renewal contract service-arcss. The proposed action
ingludes 2 cammiimegnt i develop and tmplement a lomgtenm program (0 adeess the averall
cffects af the condinued operation of the VP oa Bstel, propased, and candidate species, and a
shor-lerm program o minimee the adverse effects on these species in any arcas affeeed by
CWP water deliveries, other 1han those to the Interim renowal canmract service areas aldressed
hoere anl these addressed in the Friant consultation.

The shor-ten program o mintmjze wbverse eifcets of continued water delivary 1o the Tnieom
contract warer disincts included the followmg measures:

Iay Newify districts vegareding Endungered Species Aot reguirements o ompleted).

Hhi LDrevedap fufurmiaiion on distechution and habiva of listed, proposed and camdiiduate
spreciny (Cngninm:

Hep Mg gad disirifaee fﬂfﬂfﬂrﬂm,-n .:.I'-r.'w.'.l'r.lp«f.'.'.e' fe Jff aheree ff)rrgur’:]g;,‘

fad) Menitor land rse chunges amed sogotug @ofivitics 1o eReeee praject waler i§ Aot weed
fr 1 megster that adversel: uffects fisred. propesod or comdidute species.
Cogrdinate with the Sardiee on any aciivitier aedhversell gffecting these sensitive
species fCnmoing):

2rap) Worn with the Servive, California Depavimen: of Pesticide Reguletion ond others to
evedap ridelines and informarion assessing the effects of pesticides on Nated,
propoyed and cancdfete speces, (Complerads;

by Dovelop and distrifute puidance on constricrion wad mointenance aetivities
F ermpplered)

Arep Revigw [DNsteied warer cohseryvalign plams. (1 'nﬂwa‘.?m:]';;

2} Amend erfteria fur water conservation plans ({Compleicds;

Ara) fedentify fands critiewd 1o fisted and proposed species (Cmgpofae);

30y fdealefy famd and water wse aotivities eriicedl impacing listed and proposed spocies
f g ongl;

He) Develap and implement critical need plae (Cngrerng);

4 Develop a long-rorm pragram fo wddress overal] effocts of the Ceneraf Valley Profec
and Implementoricn of the Central Valley fmprovesent Aot (Ongoing;
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Fa. Netify Divtricts regarding FN4 reguircirents of the Interiur opinion

Status: Complele, Within the Arst year of the ssuance o the Intenm epimion of 1995,
Reclamation eompleted the fellowing: included language in Interim cootracts requinng
complignee with applicable hiological opinions; sent a copy of the Inlecm opinion to all 43
Interim coniractors, held workshaps in Folsem, Kirgzshues, Tracy, and Willows 1o gxplain the
complignce reywiremenis of the ESA. In the Februany 20000 Interim contract renewal biological
ppioion, the Senvice and Reclamacion beiicved thar additional cormnunication was neaded with
Interim and Fount centracton identi fring their ohligation 1o comply with the E3A. AS 2 result,
the ieram Opinien of 2000 included 1he following commitment: Reclemution ald the Senvee
wifl develap feinnly @ letier ro be distrilaed wirkin 2 mroancks of thix opinion o off Intering and
Friard comeractors did subeontvaciors deyoribing thelv rogudvements to compll with the E5A
This mrive to the contractor wis sent the week of Tuly 3, 2000,

Ih, Syarhesize exisifpg und new fnformation on disteibution and pgorensial habitet of federally
fisted, proposed, aud candidare species within the Districis.

Statug; Inpregress. Soc 1o below. Reclamation and the Serviee establishod coapoerative
Geopraphic [nformation System team (a woek oo the Cenra] Valley Hlabitat Moniloring
Woorkplan in 1994

Needds: Lhis task s currently ongoing (see To belaw ).

fe. Map thard copy and digirized) hebitar and porential diveribietion of listed, propased and
edndidaie specivs, gnd pravide information to the Diceriers, the Service, and the Califernia
Department of Fish ard Game,

Statns: Onpoing,  Reclamation in coordimarion with the Servicy is mapping habitat from 1993
and XHM) aoguired satellite imagery, Cuotrenely, Peclamation and the Service are working ra
develop a pricritizel action plan o complete this mapping eftort. 1n order to catalilish o OWP
wide benchmark 1o measure change, a 1993 base laver was developed wsing gvailahle source
layers frem varous Stale and Federal agencies. Saelliv hoagecy and acrial photography alang
with ancitlary data have boen used v update the benchmark 1993 land cover datahase Jor habits
conditlions in the caletdar year 2000, Geographic Information Systems ((I5] were wsel to
produce tal:ular data companng land cover changes etwecn 19493 and 20060,

The Central ¥alley Habital Mondtariog Program is currenily prepanms the voiee 2000 land cover
data for release to the publbic in Januany 2004,

These data are currently Teing used to prodbuce roports of Tabitat change within Foderal waler
service cotiragclt. These repuns cempare Lhe OV 2000 land cover data with the CVHM1993
land cover data which was relcased o the spring of 2002 Habiiat change reports i water
servive contract boundancs have heen compleled within the fellowing divisions: Aserrcan
River; Lhefta Fhvisigen Friam Division! Sacrantenre River IMvivion: Shasta EMvision; Trimity
River Division the CUP Condractor prowe aond wther miseellancous groups.
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Weeds: Dhata anorevent Nabital extent, Tocation, spatdal arrangeroen, barrgrs, and tretds ave
nccded for consulatons and recovery efforts. To this end, Reclamation wilk provide 1o the
Survice 1he besy data aviniable ram the Cetdral Valley Habital Meeioeing Peogram (CVTIMP)
to wdentify remaining natural habitats within 1ne coniract Sorvice ameas pricr 10 inigion of
comslliation on mors lehg-crm contract renes als, or on anather ntcrm contract rencwal,
whichever conpes firsd, These dana wiil be Trean e 1893 and 206600 CVHMP.

id. Monitor land use changes and ongoing activities in rhe Districis 1o ensure thai praject
woier iv Aol Wied in o maarer thal edversely affeces fsted, proposed, and candidete species,

Status: A revicw of the Cendral Valley Habitar Momtoring Program data bebveen 1993 and 2004
el icates that presr O mterim retew ) comirach sepvive sevas Dad fow, il any, conversions of
natural habitats. Many ofthe service areas had no conversions ol nateral habitats betseen 1993
and 206M. 3 the 2 390034 acres ol CVP mlernm retewal sctvicd areas theee 35 a net conversion
of 130 acres of natural land woa aon-natural catepory, This is based on 2000 daia identifying
6217 acrcs of palural land eonverled o a not-naiurs] category and 3936 acres of nan-natural

larul Beinud converten] w patural. Thus, o 1otal of (08%, of nalora] kod was conventgd when
compariny the wal sereage of naterd land m 19493 10 2000,

A sumumary of intenm rencwal contract servics srea babitat-chanues for cach Reclamation
division was provided 10 the Service in ihe consultation matenials, and is as folles;

Amegean River Diviswon  Lxisting natural landeover in 1993 ecilects a 2.46% Ioss 1o
20tHY, This landcover loas couarcs we o 1LE?% loss of natural lapdeaver from the #7216
(+:-1 sty of landoover with i the division, {This report will reflect a higher screage
et overlup af the T Dorade LD, and the £] Dorado 1.D0 - 51y Park waler seevice
areas).

Dela Divisipn,  There 16 relatively litle land change within the division. 04 the
LEAE, T35 aeres of lundeover 2% of natural land was gamed.

Sagramemo River Ihvision - There s some gain i natgeal lapleover within ghe divisien,
Of the 165 8790 2) acres of lndeover within the division, daa refleets 4 0.41% increaso
ol natural land. OF existing natueal landeover in 1993, this is 8 3.31% pain.

Shasta Livision - There is relatively little change within the division. Of Lhe 12,553 (/-]
aeres of Tapdeover division wile, the data reflects a 0.0%% loss ol natureal Japd, Of
cxisting natural landeover in 1993, this 5 a0 1195 Jesy am e year 20000

Teamaly divigion - There i relatively little change within the division, Of the 70,570 (-2
aeres of landeover division wide, the data reflecns a 00099 [oss of nawnd lamnl. OF
exisung nalural landeeyer 1n 1992, by s a 010%, bass in the vear 200,
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Colasa Razin Drain Ui - There is relatively [itle shangs wathin the division, O Lhe
37344 (50-r acres oof lamloover divisaon wide, the data refleets a 0300 loss of nateral
land. OF cxisting natural landeover o 1993 this reflects 18,6700 merease in the year
2000},

Cross Valley Canal 1nil - There s some chatnpe within the division. O the 284,637 (/-]
aores af landeover division wide, the data reNecis a G01% logs of nowral land. OF
existmg natural lsndeover in 1993, this retlocts 8,07 inerease,

meopder Soc o, above

2a, 26, Work with the Service, California Depariment of Pesiicide Kegulation and ethers to
develag gpuidelines and information ussessing the effecrs of pesticides on listed, proposed and
candidate species. Reclamarion, working with the Service, will develop and diseribuie to the
Districis and fondonwners puidance it constricrion and maintenance activrifes Thar are mose
beneficial o Nited, proposed, uad copdidate species. Complete within T year af contrace
renewal

Status: Complete. Uhe (M Plan bas been developed o specifically address patential impacts
1 Bederally Bated specics Tam routine CRES activities conducted By o for Reelamation in the
CAVP. and which bave not hoen coversd by proviows consuliations, Reclamation is committed 1o
develop and implement a plan 10 miragdze adverse effers to fedarally stel specics, which
could result from O&M of the CVP facibities. Al Reclamation emplovecs, entities comracted 1o
operile and maintain Beclamation facilitics. and all partics that hold leascs to Beclamation lands
{as agreed upon by Reclamation), failow procedures, and pusdelmes contained in the O85 Plan
documents. Potential mapacts of exiraordimacy acTivilies or major comsimiciion peajects ang
addressed by individnal envirommenal roviews,

Reclamation prepared three OV Pwide documents in dNovember 2000 that constingte wn O2M
Plan:

o Cperation and Managament Plan: an Overview:;
¢ Operations and Manapement Plan: Field Marnuoal;
» Operations aod Maimcnanee Plan: Sensitive, Threatened, and Endangered Species,

Each o Reclamation™s CVE Areo OfMTices has completed drafl regional O8:M plans. Mosi
manuals were proaeled 1o the Serviee in Wovember 2002, These Q&M Plans consists of threo
documents: 1) CEM Gridedines for the Protection of Fedevally Licted Species of the [dren
Cifficef identify roming Q&M aviivities, characten £¢ polential threats o iisted specics from these
activities, deseribe getwral avoidance measures when conducting (8 M activitics and provide
specific avoidance and miligation measures to follow ta mimmiiee inpacis @ specilie hsted
species and their habitats. These were submilied wihe Service in November 2002; 2) The
fateprated Pest Mavagement Plan (IPM Plans) contains site specific management plans that
were developed lo mest operatianal needs for contealliog pests while mmimiring the potential
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impacts 1o federally listed species and their habiats, hudividual plans were developed 1o me
the unigue needs of each cantractar, [PM plans were sebmitled 1o the Service in November
2002; 3y The Ficld Qperarions Manvel (Ffeld Munwely For The Proseerion of Foderally Taeed
Species provides a phctagreaph af cach liste! species, 4 map of s distibwtion, and & desenption
mlits Base plolowey. There 35 ooe Field Manual fer each CVE county of the Arca Qffice
jurisdiction. Additicnally, the primary babstas suppaning listed species in the Area Office are
deseribied and plasiegraphic examples for cach are provided.

The G M Crujdelines will be used by Beclamation ficld staff and entities contracted b operate
and maintain Keclamation tacilities. Managers and planners vonsull the Guidelines as a
referenee when planning or belore conducting Q&M activiiies. The [FM Mlan and the Tueld
SManval were designed 10 be consulied daily by field and resource 5130 Individoal topics (c.g. o
species accountd from the Field SManual cat he preinted as needed and carmied into the field for
reference.

Feclamation area offices agree to update 1heir individoal O&5 Plans as necded. New
infomration that could hebp (o reduce impacts 1@ listed specics and the envirgmmend will e
incorponiled inke the &M Plan docwments. 1t is antivipseed that revisions will be made every
five voars, or more freguently as necded. New repulations (laws, policics, ete.) and'or sraproved
enethuds W prodect Lsled species will b revicwed and approvedd by all parties. and inlexrated into
OfcM activities as soon as possible.

Reclamation, moaddition ta activitics on its own Yands. assists water disteets and povane
lantowners receiving Reclamation water in avoiding «ffoces o Hsled species by providing copies
of the Q&M Cnudelines, onvironnentd] cducation, and trainiog information. Siatls involved in
O&M activities have traiting and cantimmng education to keep abreast of measucey for
IINENAAE ipacts to listey) specics and their kabitats. Traming covers the wdentification,
distributian, and habdats of endangered. threatened, and proposed endangered or threatencd
specics. Training may be provided by Reclamation siaff, contracted staff, andior cutside agency
staff inctuding. but not timited g the Calitormnis Department of Fesh and Game (CDEG), the LiS
Fish and Willlile Service (Service) and the Califormia Depanment of Pesticide Regulation
(DPR). The training or coninuig education that D&M personnel reccive o updare theie
kaowledpy sbou listed species arud 1he means to avoid 1ake of thew, is docurmnented angd provided
to Bcclamattan cach veat. 17 ne other sourees of trainivg are available, imaining may be provided
by Keclamation ol the request of water districts or autharitics.

seeds: [mplementauen of this measure is progressing. The Service is reviewing and consulting
om e €3&M Plang submitted by cach of the Reclamation’s CV P arce offices [Nortiem
Califomia Arca Office, Cenrral Califomig Arcs Office, and Sowth Central Califomia Area
Oiffice).

Reclamation commilied 1o completing and disributiog Od&ch] manuals o all OV contractors
prot W long lotm contract rencwal iniligtion or on of hefore this Intedm cootract tenewal penod
{c.k. before March L, 2004}, whichever came fivst. To Seplernber and October 2003 Roclamation
distributed the appropriate Draft O8:M maaual 1o ¢ach OV contractor for their review and uge.
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Fending completion of the seaiion 7 consullation process ongeing belween Reclamation and the
Service, the contractors will begin full implememation o ¢agh O&d manwal companont
{includimy the Gl nteerated Pest Manaerement Plans).

2e, 28 Recldmarien wifl review waler canservasion plany for the Districts prier in
implemeniation v snsure they do not adversely affece fisred, proposcd or candidate species,
Reclamation wifl anecard the eriteria for water conservation ploay i enyure consisiency with
the 254,

States: Completed for Reclamation Arca (fTices in Tuly 20000 The erteria lor waer
conservalion plans are amended every 3 years, consigient with the CWPEA, The cotena were
amended in 2002, so will not be mnended again antil 2005, Reclamation infarmally congults
with the Scrvier by lonming an ineragency am 1a ensuce that the ¢ritera are tn complisnee
with the F5A. Reclamation sends memes o the Scrvice and the National Occanic anel
Armasprheric Admimistration, National Marioe Fisheres Service (MO A A Tishenes) requesting
their cevtesw wf crileria and participalion on interagency 1ous.

eeds: Regarding implementation of water conservation plang in the fiture, Reclamution,
throweh informal consultation with tbe Semvicr, will delermine (Fwater consen ation plans affect
Liztend specios prior 1o Onalizing these plans,

da. Reclamation will idemtify lands trar are critical te the comtinned snrvival of Histed specics
and propaied species.

Sty Dingaing. The OV Conscervation Progeam, aloog winh gther initiatives ‘eg., (bii)
“other™ Program, scquisition of level 2 and lovel 4 Befuse Water Supplies, and the Wetland
Development Program |, are intended 1o ensure that the existing operation of the OVP anil
implementation of the CVPLA will not jeopardize listed ot proposed species or adversely affect
desipnated vr proposed crtical habnat. Reclamation and the Servee developed 1he CVF
Conservalion Program as one of the imeans 1o offser the effects of the OVE on listed specics. The
Froant and Interin hiological opinjons specified that Reclamation and the Service wonld alentify
critical needs of the species, With time, it became clear the list of conservalion aclions to be
done changed cach year with new inlotmation. At the time of the Inlenm Water Comract
Rencwal consultation in 1995, Reclamation and the Service agreed W annually reexaming the list
of aoiions o he done and identify which ones had e highest priomty. This would ensure that
important probhloms were nod missed and tha moocy would be used ctfeetively 1 sulve
problems. The OV P Conservation Program Framework Docomen: was wnilien 1o confinm the
strategy, All of the [isted species in the area affected by the VP were included hecanse
spending decisions would be done mast cost-effectively dunng the prionifzation process.
Participation by both agencies woutd ensurg that the intoreses of Reclamanion and the Service
wipuld b eonsidered in all decision-making.

Meeds: Reclamation and the Service commit to contiue updatmg and implementing critical
needs for hsted sperics survival for all listed specics impacted by the CVP. Reclamation and the
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Service will pursue adeouate finsling and pariners W onplement ertical needs acians identified
tiweueh this process. Reclamation is also making & contioued commiiment to involve other
agencies (Federal, Srare, and local entities) in efforts to cooperatively address the needs of listed
spoeies, This wil! result in coss savings o all ivolved, will avedd duplication of effort, and will
result in an improved eamulanyve benefil 10 specics.,

3b. Reclamarion, working with the Service, wilf implement & critical nepds plan, Identify fand
and water Hse acdfvities criticaffy impaciing fisted and propesed species,

Siatlus: Omgoing, Criticsl oeeds plans wers drafted for Friam and Intenim bickogeal opinions.
The Recovery Plan for Lpland Specics of the San Joagquin Yalley, Califomia was panially
fuanled by the CVPIA (0I01) “other™ Program and Reclamation to help identily recovery needs
far listed specics inthe San Joaguin ¥Valley, Crtical necds planning associated with species an
Friant imvision lands kas made sienificant progress. Reclamarion’s Samb-Ceniral Califomia
Area Qffice continues 1o provide funding to colleet data an critical needs specics to meet
abligations under the Friam biclegical opinion.

weedss Reclamation, ag decmedd necessary by the Sor e, will expand 1heir calical needs efforts
te ensure the exisiing aperation of the CVE (includiog Imerim contraclorst will not jeopardize
listed and proposed pocics or wlversely affect designated at propased critical habiza, Cogical
needs will he updated, as new speciss arc proposed and Nsted {for example. Ceneeal California
Digtinet Population Scgment ol the Califormia tger salamander. Wetor to needs ilentified in 3o
shove,

4. Reclamation, working with the Nevvice, wilf devefop o long-ters: program o the address
evcrall gffect of the CFP and implem entation of the CVPIA,

Status; Heclomation has been undertaking actions that have contribuled 10 1he survival of hsted
species threugham the Contrg] Valley, Reclamanion has also been implemcming measures (o
preventmimmize take of spocies thoough operations and maimtetarce actons. The Senvice, with
gssistance from Reclamation, completed a final lsological opiniun on the Implemencation of the
Central Valley Projegt [mprovement Acl and Continued Operstion and Maimenance oMbe on
Nowember 21, 2000 {Service File No,, 1-1-08-F-0124). Heclamation®s anneak budiets have
ingluded approximately $2.5 million anooally sipee 1998 for meclting listed species cniival
ncods.

Needs: Reclamation and the Serviee will pursue adequate funding and nanners to implement

any requiremetis included i the finyl bislogical opivivn for the Tmplementatton of the CVPLA
and Continued Opeyation and Mainfenance of the CVE.

Status of Additivnal Coaservation Measures fram the 2000 and 2002 Snterin Opinlon

I addition w the conservition measuce refurenced abosve, e loterom apinion of 2000 and 2002
alse included commitments reluled o future Reclamaetion agtions, and these were updated and
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wedified conceming transters m e 2002 ppimen, The status snd necds associzted with
implemoetdation of these 24000 gnd 2002 BO commuiments are prosented below,

1y Changes in purpose of wse of congraets: Reclamarion will eonsmdt ow wff fitnre chungey in
purpcse of W B weler coniriless from Apriendtnre only e Agricaflre A& purposes.

Stans: The Servies is unaware of dov chanpes o pumose of use exceuted sinee the 2(KH)
Intenim opitdon. Reclamation will consult with the Service on any changes of use proposcd
during the [ong-lem contract rerewal process, includigg any changes in purposs of water use
from aprcultural-eri gation wo M&L

weeds: Reclamation will peovide the Service withoan analysis 1o 2llber a stand-aloae document,
or in the long-temm contract renewal consulalion process of how tuture changes in waler use
may affecr shortages W hstricts, and how any chanees in allacativng may atfect OV P-wide water
supplivs, inchuling water for fish and witdlife, uoder dronght conditionz. o changes in purpose
ol uge will he executed without appropriale E5A and NEPA comphance, and unless i1 can be
shown that such changes o usc will nor the reducy water sipplics benefiting lisied species
authorized by the CYPLA below these predicted in the CVPLA PEIS

2} Future Assignmenis imvolving Interim contracters: For wssigaments of fnforim water tht
arr dffeer lisred species, Reclpmation will initicere Inforeied consuftatfon with the Service. For
FOSE COMPECLY oF actions with divect or fndiveet dffects that are kol 1o adversely affert Hsed
specivd, or rexult fn teke, Reelamation will convalt fisrmafly with the Nerviee. Reclamation,
Fhreepeft informel consulinion with the Service, wall determine ifan action will ner affect 1isted
species prior o signing gf the FONSE ue RO,

Status: Twer oew cooloel agsimments bave been excemed sings the 2000 Interio Opinion.
Westland: Warer Disinct Distobutean Diseniey #2 recetved an assigoment of 4,198 affyear tom
1he Merey Springs Water Districl ¢contract %o, 14-06-200-3265 A-IRE-A), effective on 371:02.
Both cottracions arc served threugh the Deha Phvision, The Wesiside Water Disicct in the
Tehama-Colusa Canal [nil seceived an assigrnment of 40,000 afryvear from the County of Colusa,
cffective 32702, Reclymation informally consulted with the Secvice on these two assiganents.
The Service has compleicd consultation and 1ssoed 2 no jeopardy biological opinion on twa
proposed agsipnenents; Banta Carbona to Uity of Tracy, the West Side erigation Disice
asgiymment to City of Tracy {Service file no. 1-103-F-0128). The Service is informally
consulling on the assignment from Broadview Water District 1o PYWMAL All asstiming
cuntractars ynd the City of Tracy are witiin the Delta Division. PYWAA cutrently has no water
service hut expects to veceive service (o imgation water from the San Felipe Rivision.

Needs: Reclamation will cominue implementation of this measars.

33 Furure Tnclusions fAnkexations) and Exclasions (Defachnienis) te contract Service area
boundaries: For incluions or canecations imvelving the fegeriae conteaciars thar mav offect
fisted species, Reclamution Wil initiale informul considtaten with e Service. For M
fredusiens with divect or indrcer cffects it are kel 1o adversely affect Lsted species, ov result
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i ke, Keclametion wai comsndt foemally w ith the Scrdee. Reclamarion, theougl fnfirmel
conswitarior with ohe Seevice, w il determine i the inclusens or ginesnions w37 net affeer lsted
sproeee prige o sigming of Nre FONST ar RO,

States: Sohsgguent 1o be 2000 Tolerim biclogical epinien, iowr OV P comraciors had boundany
inclusions, and three O 1 contractors had bourdary exclusions (e.g. —646 acres in B! Dorado
[rripation Thistrcl, - 2000 acres m Pladn View S ater MDistrict, - 1223 acres in Carmdng Water
Trsirct. and + 159 acres amexed ta Clear Creck Comrueily Services Distrct, The exclusions
were! =148 acres o The West Sife Imigation Distnct, -33acres in Westlands Water Unstricet 2
antg, - 1400 acres in Westside Water Disioct). Weclamation Area OfFice bialogists roviewed these
cxclusions and inclustons and detetmnined thart they wolthil nol alfeer listed spocics. NEPA
cemplianey wat compieled through a Caleponcal Exclusion Cheexlist (e, no FONE] wa
preparcd), The Service was notified of be po-cflecr Jelermioations aond of the
inelusicivexclusion actions, These anpexations were completed withowt intormal consultation
with the Service.

Newlss Reclamation, throggh eaordination and informal consulatian with the Service, will
detcrmine if their inclusions or exclusions afiecr [sted species poor 1o Anali-mg the sction ot
sigritg of @ FONSLor ROD. Pursuant 1o section TV e8] of the CVEPLA opinlon (page 2-70),
Rechamation will work witin the Service's SFWO Endangered Specics Division in Towee
situations where a determinglion of a no eiles: has been made, sudliciently in advanee, to cnable
the Service's review, Any listed species cffects of anpexations in the Redding arca that were
done since the CVIMIA apion wihoul consultaiion with the Scrviee would be addeessed by
lieclarnatiun.

4) Transfers imvalviag fnterim confractars Reclamotion well apply the followeng eriteria o ulf
reasfors and eochawges (feom the dute oF this upivian ap to dong term coniract reneaal)
frvnleing fiterim or Frianr Divivion conteactors ot have met alrcady sndergone secnen 7
CONERTIL T

1. Trangfers amd exclianges will be ccecnted for owe pear aply for oy disiriel Nt dovy
mal fave an established Distod-specier baseline as deseritacd i the deedergical npinfon on
aperations sad sypimienanee of e Ceatral Fallev Projecd and vaplemtentation of the
Central Fulley Profecr faiprevemens Aderof 1942,

2 Trangierred o exchanged water will be defivercd and applicd oalv 1o areas that were
i owitivation from Chorober 18, 198] dihe dare af the Frivnus Motogiced npralon). wnid one
ef the fellowing oorur amd thera [3 wo e fosy of petengd lstedd-species halitat as a
dirsce or indirect result of the transfer:

A, constiftarien an the offeet of pusiing e arca iate cadfivation s been
campletid, or,

b there Is an ACF in place that addvesses fmpacts vo the area receiving the
Waler, o,
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e the OV Comservation Program bag da ine-ltem. specific inerease i funding o
cewrprerisne (il for the reaasfer caed B0 place peer e e transior,

A0 AN ether wom Afseoree OV trpnsfors goad exebaiges Il do ned megd the ahoee
eriteria will regaire sepirate soetion 7 or seoilon 0 auorizegon.

Stams: [ Mareh of 2000, Recbimation poepared Las for fve wear “Blanket Approval of
Historne, Totngornry Transters, and yvchanges af VP Water™ i cach OV region,
Recfamation consulled with 1he Service un these “blanh ot 1AL, and the Service sulrsequently
responded on March T 2000, with a conewrrence of not lkely 10 wdvecrsely attegy lisied spusics.
ANLCY T water transicrs mgal comnply with required waler teanser criteria specified inthe
Blanket A praject description. These transtor criterea melede afl 2000 laevin Oninion criteria
Hsted in the sbove paraeraphs, and also melade these cotena:

& Transiors are for one vear only, Concureence will be reviewad and preovided aonually over
the dive-vear period covered o tlue blanket 1A cosaltation,

I'ransfers are within three geopraphic areas (Sacramento Valley, Souath o the idelia
Comiraciorg, or the Friant U, Thers arey not ans fers hedween these ares.

o There 35 no laul-wie changes allowed with transiers. Water goos only to refues, Llanls
trrizaled within the last three years, Tor gronadwaier reeharee, for maumtenanee of fsh
and wildlife resuurees.

Teangfers ooeur only betweest willenwg boyers atul sellers,

Transiers eceur within a single water yeur,

Transiers use existing facilities.

Transters woull nat vesall iany chatpe inexisting CV P opentions.

o Transfers must comply with all other applicable Federal, State, local o tidval laws,

o Trangfecs would nol resull i the irmigation of any now of additiony] agrceimral sioés.
Water is delisered o establizhed croplandd. No conversion grassland or sk L 4o
agricultural land woull occur.

* Inlormation on all transfers well be posted on an interiet sie al,

W VW BT G e Prosr s WA LN S s aleriransfurs, swtuel seoas e be accessible
o thi Sorvics,

&

" &

Heglunwtion 15 cumenty prepanng Blanket Transler FAs Jor the five: vear porug] heginning in
2003 Reclamation will consult with the Service o these 2003 T2As as appropriate. The Contral
Valley Hahitar Moenitoring Prograee has completed cndangenal species haseline habita mapping
10 euch distnict as desenlwed inthe CVPILA Biolewce] Opinion. and contmees b monitor balitat
teends in the environmental baselne, Reclamation bas contioued 1o consull on oy water
transiirs han may afteet lisled and proposed species. Sulmequent Lo the 20008 mterm renuwal
RO, Reclamation consellsl annually on the following transters: San Joaguin River BExchanee
Cloneraclors Walcr Authority, Service File No., [-1-E400-1 285 Histone Inter-Pisigcs OV
Transfors, Serviee File Nos, 0123001108 and 1- [00- 1024, Friarg [Hstode and W arron Ag,
Servge File S, -1-02-00002, aned South of Dela 1 Tsworic, Warren Aet, and Sao Foagwin
Exchange Cottractens, Service File o, 1-1-02-1-0903, Tmanstors 2re renewed Ry oite yoear ot



. Feuiemal Direewr, 175, Bureau of Reclamation, Mid-Pacific Bepion 20

lhe listed specics baseline is ¢stablished: The effects on delta smelt ol wansfers invelving CVIP
waner delivercd through the Deha Mendota Canal ov San Luis Canal, whecled threugh the OVP
or SW, and woiaking wp o 250000 acce-feet annually were addressed in the 998 OCAP
Bricrloical o,

sepds: For Warren Actl, water whecling, Sumlus Flood Flow watcr contracty, and water
teansfers, Heclamation and the Service have catalshsh a hatatar bazelioe track:ng prograrm 1hat
assures complianee with the ES A Recanse of 1he high nomber ol munsfers that occur annaally,
the Service and Reclamalien are collaborating on sircamlining the consultaton precess to allow
for expedied consuliation on OV P water transfers.

Terms aad Condiligns rom the 20H Interim Opinion

In addition te the conservation measwres refereneed above, the Intenm opinion of 2000 1neladed
nuti-dizscretiotary eans aud conditians which Reclamation must comply wilh in onder Lo b
exempl frore the prabibatioons of section @ of ESA. The startus and necds associated with the
implementation of these letms snd cenditions are presented below,

LA, Pesricide Gaidefines, Reclawurion, with assistanee from e Serviee, wil work with e

Cififornra Deparimens of Pesticide Begwlation fCDERY 1o develop guidelines tha provide
v wpeliate on work theat as been complered on this mreaseer. Recfumation will provide m

. e Nervien wirkin T monck from the Ssswence of thes apinion q stats roport refogedd to this
rmeganee, I gdidviton, Reclaumaian, working with the Service, will provide infoemarfun tor
PR gonerared from mappine offorts deseribed in Conservation Meusare iy of the
Pregece Descripiion a infarmation o gewevated and that sew information will e prowided
for PR 1o he percted wn their wek site for Nseed specior information. Showdd € DR o
Post thes nformateen Reefamarion will poxe ihis information on thedr oven woh st

A related conservation measure, numbered 2a, was providel 1o 1he project descripticn af
the 00K Loterim Mglogical vpinion. Siatws: Reclamation provided & mema 190 the Service
tegarding 1he statws of Coordination with California Depanment of Pesticide Regulation
(CTAPRD inagoint cilon w provide listed specics information (o pesticide wsers. These
reasnres ate pan of the Q&M Guidelines for the Pratection of Fedemlly Listed Specics,
{includes [PM Plan and Field Oporaions Manuasl for the Protcetion of Federally Listed
Srecies, discussed above under 2a and 2b).

Needs: Reclumation, working with the Senvice, will provide infonmation 1o COPR
generated from 1o above, and from oiher sources, as appropriate, 4 in{omuation 18
vencrabed abd thial new infaomation will be provided to CRPR o posting o their web sife
for his1ed speeics information.

fL Reclamarion will identife land god water wse techuigues oF measeres within CFP semare
. areus which gre criffeally impacting listed and propesed species ov diciv hahitats,
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Ir4,

KR,

M

Fithia 60 duys of this eginien, Recluminiion, o cerrtsipdfarion et the Senviee wifl
prepare o study plan e identify the sourves of selenium contaninalion in the {rrasslands,
Sart Joggrin River, and soudh Defer exreure. The sty plaw 1o be developed will ideantif
inel et gl known sourees af seleniva that conteibute (o camamingron of warer
suprfies 1o the Federad, Stere and private wedlunds of the Grayslands wrea. the San Soaguin
Rrver, cnd sonchern Socvamento-5an Joaqiin Dol Troloded (o suek a plan shoutd Se an
aeveifysis fdewrifving erved qreantifiing foady from o sonrees Swch s the Delue-Mendora
Caned prmping prafect. the Mendote Pood Oroup geonndweter pramping peofeed and
higehariges o the San Ll Brnn from Paneehe Creed food flows. Puether, the plun
shauhd provece infarmidion regarding ongaing offorts o reduce selcidunn i e CGrassfamdy
Arec, other stvdics helng condueted volared e iy verdure, aed way appleahle repors

e other fevestogaifons Hal hove been complveeed fe o, Califarnia Ceareal Falley

Regtonel Water Cualine Comiraf Board investigations,.

Status: Completed. [n stars ropec whles thal Reclamation provided to the Service on
Tuly 7, 20000, Ovtober LE, 2000, and Deecmber 14, 20601, Reclamation staled that this
requireonent is already being handled throueh the exisimng Grassland Bypass Project
noniteriny program. Altheugh some monitoring is eogoing in the Crracclatds, there is no
renitenng being conducted, as pan of the Grasslands Bypass Project, for selenium
comtaniinatiee i the Mendota Pool, the Som Jowguin River downstream of § rows Lamling,
or 12¢ ella, nor does the Orassland Bypuass Preject monitonng seek W idemify aub
yuamify 4l sourees of selenium contatinant Tnading as deseribed, T dme, no stady plan
hes boen provided to the Service fully addressing this 1erm and condition: of the Interim
Biclogical Crpinion

Reclamation will develop and vmpdemient w Service approved monitoring progrom within 6
monthy of WHiis epision e assesy the offecty of selenivm loading werhin the Son Soaguin
Rever on aipaatic sted specion ar Helr surrogates fineluding but nor necessorlly nited ro
Sucramonta splivielf, Delta samelt, amd gramt garier snakey wiing the fower Sun foogun
River avd southern Saeraminin-San Joaguin Delle. Such a propeam shoatd determine
FLisne conecatration for dhese specios for apprumeingle sarrogates coffectod from these
arveas. Initial dara from thix pragram wifl he made avaifadle io the Service o be uved in
rhe effects arafyses of leng-teem contraci venewal on aquarlc livted species and uved to
iy take

Sy Reclamation has complicd with tbis term and condition. Heclamaion provided the
Service with $13.00H) for analytical work on fomteen Sacramentd splittail specimens that
wete colleceed a1 the State and Federal pomps in FY 2000, The splittall were avalvied for
selenaum, boron. and other cottaminants. Alio, sco Stados write-up under 2.4 abave, The
ESA Sacramento splietail was delisted in 2005,

I selemivm copcentration w refuge water supplics cvcecds the Prgd monthiy srean
standard for wetland watcr supplies i the Grasslondy, and thiy contamination ix @ résul
either divectly or indivectly from Reclumarion actions, Reclamation will identific and
implement corrcciive aclians und INiate separcede firmal consultation with the Service.
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Roclfemarion will provide guarter(y reports o the Service od locations of menftaring and

MOTHGETRE FEsiits, Those reporis can e fn coniinction with the monitaring aad eoporting
rogrieced utder the Jomwory TO 189 futerim Water Coneract Reacwal Opinion amendment
faervice fife #1 1-98-]-284),

Status: Reclamation noted in their Quarterly Status Bepor! Table peosidled oy the Senvice on duly
7o 2000, Ouat this term and condition was heing hundled wiin (he existing monitoring
program and exigling quanerly repers.

IFE Ldennipy, anclvee und compensate jor offeets since 1995 for Ineorim cotrariors.

B, Reclamurion wdl ilensife amed amplyoe the fmpaces of cRan@es e coleract Servieg-pred
hawadaries sinee TR for dneerim controceors und previde tas information and the
aszociated (I8 dute loyers oo the Senvee prior te infilation af consultarian for loap-term
comfract renvnel. Feclamaion will fully componsare for any: fepeacty wssociated with
efHIREEs 10 Contrac Serviee dea Duandarics fie fetevin contracts prior e lang-term
Cortraer redewal or an sddivfonal interim period,

Sratog: Completed. Reelamatton pravided the Seevice with dratl maps in Mav 20060 and
in eaneriaks provided for this comsuliation that show changes i interim contract seovice
area boundarics (foomm vear 9595 to vear 20000) and acreage chanyges by disioe,

Need: Funher inlormunion and analysis is expectod to be proveded in Jang-lerm contracl
renewa) BAs reparding any listed species habilal present where conrel service arca
oundanies expanded.

G, Recfanation wilf sfentify and anealyoe the imtpacts of vhanges o puepose of use since [99)
Jor Friant contraptars wnd 1923 for frterim contractors aed provide this informarion aed
arafysis (o the Svrvice prior te fnitiation af consuliaiion for lorg-term confrdet revewal
gr reinitiation an DCAP. Specifically. Reclamation will provects to the Senvice prior to
fong-terme canirget renmwal or an additional inferins periad an analvris on how changes
in prarpase of wse will affice shartages 1o disteicts, and Bon Hhese changes i alforagions
will affect CVP-wide waner supplics umder drosghn conditions.

S1nus: In their States Repaort Tabdes provided o the Scrvice oo Tuly 7, 2004, and
Decernber 14, 2001, Reclamation stated that the 1943 [ntedm conlradt renewal
vonsultation covered “chanpe of purpuse ol use from Ay w MET. This was not the casc.
Sieteen of the nterim contracts covered ender the intenm blobogical opmion of 19935 were
chanped from Ag anly to ApME] Contracts subseguent m the completivn ol hal opinion.
The chanpes of purpose of use were nat covered o the Interimg hiclegice! opiniots af 1995
of 2000, The Service bas not consulted anthe changes ta purpose of use in these
contracis, and therefore any tale assaciated with these acliong is not covered. The 1997
elrafi CVTPTA Admintstrative Propasal on M& 1 shortage poliey stipulates that the Ag
shortae provisions are sull applicd if contracled puepsse of use was changed 1o include
MET subscquem to 1994, Reclamation proposed changes to the M&T shonage policy on
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September 11, 2001 (66 FR 547580, The Scrvice provided comeems ta Beclantation o
these proposed changes to the M &L shonuge policy on Decernber 5, 2001 (Service e
wo. 1-1-02-[-031%) and roquested tha 12eclamation induas kprnal conandiation an this
pobicy.

Meaeds: Reclsmation needs o identify sl analyze the inpacts o Bsted species and eriical
habial of changes In purpose of wse sinee 1998 for Intenm contmels aml the revised M&T
shorlage policy, and 0 provide this ioformation and analysis to the Service priar o
nitialivn of consullalion for long-term contract renewal or reinitiation of CHTAP.
Specifically, Reclamation should provide a Biolagice] Assetsmuent for the water shoTtaee
policy and miuate section 7 consultations W address the eficets of the shortage policy ob
feedorally listed specics and environmental commmittnents descrtbed in the Foam, Interim,
CwPIA FEIS, OCAP and CalFed binlomcal apiniosns.

D, Reclumation will idemify andd amalyze the imparces of ald woter assignments executod since
TS993 for Tnterim contrueors grd provigde this informarion fo tre Seevice prior o infliation af
censufiatian for long-term confract renewal. Reelomalion will fulle compensate for any
PHpacs Gesociarcd with best waler axsipaenenss af fnverim gl Friant Divisian waler allocarions
privr fa feng-term contraci renewad oF an additione! interim period.

Sratus; (o Siaws Bepon Tables provided foohe Service on July 7, 2000, October 15, 2000,
Dacember 14, 200F, and November 2003, Reclamation noted thar infarmation gathering and data
aralysis for this tenn and cobditon 18 ongoing. Reclamation further noted that iafoeon ation will
he provided i BA's ter Leng-Termm Contract Renewal. Where leng-term renewal conswltation
his heen initiated, there may need 10 be supplemental information provided for sssignments
completed in the recent past,

»eeds: Reclamation will identi Ny and analyes in BA's for long-torm conteact tengwals the
imypacts of all waler assigenvends vieouled since 1995 for Inlenim contractors and provioe this
misanatian e the Service. Reclamotion atd the Agplicants, as spprapriate, should compensale
for any listed specics impacts aseociated with past water assignments of Tnterim water
allesalions,

TV.A-F. Cansult with the Service on futrere dotiony inelwding changes in prrpage of wse of
cRrFacts, transfers tnvalving faterim or Friome Division confeacions, cskigraems, and
inciuzivns, auncxations grd exefusions 10 coalract service area houndaries,

Status and Mecds; See caclet digcussion under Future Impacis.
Fo Develop aad implement a progrom o compensete for Insees af listod spocies kohitar tht
neear a5 a3 resilt of deiivery of Cenreal Valler Prafect warer 10 the fnterim cnd Frions

FrIaigion corlvae! NeFvIDe qreis,

Vool Reclamuaiion and the frrerinn and Frignt Division cantracrors wifl extabdish a romtragency
plaer chae wenled develfop and imploment & process e ddentifc impacts and then adddress
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themar frpacs to listed specics ar ey rakieges within the fnterim and Frioat Livisian s
SANEFReE seevios areg Hral soemw o a roesele defivering O wader fo e contrigtors,

B, Reqfomasion will eustre fmpdementonion of the camingoncy plan to address Impaets 1a
species oo thedr hahirars within the Serevim ane Friane Docision s eonteact service area fhot
GUUNE Wilhant & Service Ieerdenlal fake mhorio el

€ The cnntingemcy plan jor tmpaets fo {vied species ov taedr Tabitai will ke reviewed in o
reciion 7 consitatiog with the Serviee and wifl incovprate compensaiion for temporal ead
ofeer Hahlial fosses. Losses of Tivked speeles habitat worhan the Tarerim ond Frumt contraer
servier areqs Wil be compensated ar ratios consisient with the recovery gecds for those
fsted spoecies.

Status: In matenals provided for 1his considlation, Reclamation commiticd to work with the
Service 10 develop such a plan that recngnives Reclamation’s awthonties and 1o provide a draft of
such a contingency plan wilhin 64 days uf reccipt af the Mological opinion on the proposed
nterim contracls. Reclamation weeees 1o worlg with the Senvice to develop a contingency
propram for Reclamation’s inlerim contract Tenewal action that meorporates 1the following
criteria:

& Lse of mondoring aod mapping actions o sdentify land use changes that result in

. losses uf Listed spocies habial,

«  otification to anl education of districts of need o comply with regquirements of
the Endangercd Spoeies &g

o Repoming e the Sepvice of any activitics thal sy have resulted in unauthorized
lrsges of [151ed spegivs habuar,

o Developoment el compensaton plans for any land-use changes that result 1o loss
of listed species resuiting rom Reclamation's discrotonary actions.

»  Coordination with the Service 1o onsure exXisling cansermvalion programs continue
o address listed spocies thiad have been alfeewd by wse of CVE water

weeds: Reclamation comming to work with the Service w develop such a plan thal recoghizes
Beclamarion’s auborities.
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Environmental Baseline and Status of the Species in the Action Area

Plewse refer to thae 200K Interim bivlegieas apiion for o discussion of bascline conditions for
muost species. This section provides important npdates as well as baseline information for
specics added mthe ewrrent consaltation. More detailed informaton reganding spegies
distnbutien, btolony aul conservalion needs can be found in Uoe Laree-flowercd Fiddlensck
Fecovery Plan (LSFWS 19971 Rocovery Ulan for Upland Specics of the San Jaaquin valley,
Califomia (175F WS 1998a) Recavery Plan for Serpeniing Soal Species of the San Francisco Bay
Area {USEWS 1998, Dradt Recovery Phan for the Giant Ganer Soake ([C5FWS 199%): Final
Fecovery Man for the Culithrra Red-leaged Frag (USFWS 20024), and Recovery Plan fir
Crabbro Seal Plants of the Contral Sierra Meevada Foothills (USEWS 23],

As arated in the Project Descoplion, Reclsmation proposes inlenim conitacts for 17 contraciors
(Table 2) not analyzed in 1995, 2000, ar 2002 bivlezical opimens. Addition of the |7
contraciors expamis the action arey For this comsuliation 1o incivde the service aress of the 7
new interim comracters. The 17 new imterim contractors are within Divisions that have heen
addressed in previous consultations on anterurn contracts (Appendia &),

Updates Lo the Baseline
Coensrad Cafifarnia tiger safomander Diseiner Populution Scement (P5).

Specics Deseription andd Life History: The Central PS of the Califirnia tiger salamander was
proposed a5 o (hreatened species on May 23, 2007 (Federal Register 68:286848), The Califomia
iLger salamander is 4 laree, stocky Jerrestinal salamander with small eyes and 2 broad, routnded
shout. Aduolts may reach 8.2 inches in length; males are, on average, larger than females.
Calilormia tiger salatmanders wre restrcted to vernal pools and seasonal wetlands n grass|lanel wnd
oak savannah plant commemiics from sea level to abowt 1,300 feer. Sabaduli and adult
California tiger saiamanders spend the dry suenmer and fail mambs of the year estivating
burmows af small matmaly, Bl breed in seasonal pools of stockponds assoyiated with eplanl
esrivation hahita, More abowd the hiology of that animal cao be ool inibe May 23, 2003
nelice,

Elistarie arwd Corrent Distdbation: The Central DPS oeeors in the coast ranges ol southern San
Maten County south o central San Lois Obispo County, and in the Central Sezlley and Xicrra
Wevada foothills Fom northerm Yaolo County sauthward e nothwestem Kem County and
notthemn Tulare County. Califormia tiger salamanders are now knewn west af Inlerstate Highway
HEY and north of Inferswne Highway 35010 Contra Cos or Alameda Countiey, Tnoaddition. s
likely Lhat the species is uncormaont ur absent in much of the sothemmest San Joaquin valley
from appreximately Los Banos i Mereed County south, and the footulls of the Sierma Nevada
ettt of Visadiv in Tulare County {FR G8:2860428-28670), Reconds ol the Contral DFS of the
California tiger salamander cccur within the [ollowing inevin coneract unity and water disineis;
County of Fresna, Wills Valley Tmigetion Tisireer, Dunnipan Water Bisider the Pajare Vailey
Water Managemont Agency in Manterey Coumy (Teceiving & panial water assianmsat from
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Slerey Sorines Waler D500, which s the interim eontractor]. and Santa Clara Valley Warer
District (receiving a patvial witer assigniment lrarm Moercy Spriogs Water 13strict, which 1s the
mrenm coniraplark, ard Tulure Cowmiy,

Reanons lar Dechme and Threals 1o Suneival; California tiger salamanders live declioed as a
reswt of, and remnain theeatened by habitat losg and [meowniation resulting from a vancty of
urban and aenculiuesl Tand uses, These activities bave impacted Do wetland breeding kabitm
and opland halat. Other tactors considered as fareats 1o the Califomia tiger salamander inehule
predation of ygs and larvae from non-native peedators such as bullfeaps and westem
masquitofish: pesticides and oiber contaminmms, rademicides wied o conteol ground squimels
andl pogket ponhers oo rangelands; and bvbndizsiion with nonnative salamanders, anong others
{FR G- 28048-28670),

Alermafnr Hhipenake Critical flokicar

Crical habitat for Alameda whipsnike (1 Ee achan arca way vacated and remandad w the Fish
and Wildilife seyvice to redesignate m Homg Builders Association of Califomia et al. v, Uhited
States Fish and Willife Sernvice, et 8l case oo, C% F 01-3722 AT 505 fled o the Unied
Starcs 1 nsiricl Court tor the Eastem Dasteet of Califormia, May 9, 2H13.

Callfirnie Red-Tegpeed Froag Critiend Habiat

Critical habnat for the Califomnia eed-legped Lron in the action ares was vacaled and remanded o
the Fishoand Wildhife Service 1o redesianae in Home Boilders Association of Califermia o al. v.
Ciale Norton, Segretary of the Department of the loterior, ot g, case oa, 00-1291 (RILY fited in
the United States Dhsieet Coutt for the Pistrier of Calumihia, Noventber 0, 202,

Sarcramento Splierenl

The Sacramenty splittail wag removed from the list of threatened and endanpered species on
Seprember 22, 2003 {Federld Kegister 63:53 140591000, We were able to delist this specics
becuire implementation of habitat restoration prosrams ender CALTED and the Central Yalley
Frojoct Improvemsod Act are thought wo benefi splitail spawning and reanng habital to an £xcent
that the species 15 no Jonper threalenced with extinetton in the forezccable fidoee. I alditen, itis
thotraht that these prograns ensure that fulere water aperations and development will protect and
mprose cxisting babitats,

Fleagvpr 5 IFandlv i
Hoover's woolly-star wuy reanoved from the list of threatened and endangered specics on

COetaber 7, 2003 {Federal Register 63:57280 57R37). We were ahle to delist this specis due
the dizcovery of new populations and implementation of Tecovery actions.
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Formag! Pool Critedad Mabin

Cotical haboial was destenated on Auguse & 23, for 15 federaliv sted vemal plants and
crustaccans [ Federal Reglster §5:466654), including Celusy arass, Canservaney faicy shomp.
Nestry owl™s clover, Groene's fuctoria. bawy Oreutt grasa, Hoover's spurpe. longhom fairy
shnimp, Sacramento Orcult grass, San foaguin Valley Orcutt grass, slewler Orcute wrass, vernal
pad fairy shoimp, and vemnal pool tadpele sk addeessed iohis consaltation, Contra Costa
woldfields 18 not extant, and ity ecitical habita Joes not vecuc, within any of the ioterim comma
wiler disinicts, Lnit 8 is entirely withio Alaneda Caunty, and Tnil 9 in Monicrer County i3 on

For Ord.

Approximately 8, 792 aeres ol desipnated vernal poel critical habitat ocours swithin the water
service arca of the fallowing intlerim contractors: Probetta Water Distniel {393 acres): Thomes
Crock 0212 acres); Kirkwoodd Water Disteict 127 acres); Bella Vista (294 scres)y, County of
Eresno {1,292 acres): Dower Tule River (5860 acresk Pisley Imigation Llistrict {395 acres); and
Tulare Couney (353 agres).

Sumra Claeg Fadley Faree istriet

The Project Description for the 2002 interin eomtract tencwal consulation included a
comnmibpent thal Sapta Clarg Couny Water Listnct would complete a biclogical assessment for
their stream maintenzice program, The hiclogieal assessment was compleled and the
Sacramento Fesh and Wildlife Office issued a oo jooparty biclogical opinion on g 10-vedr stecant
maintenance permit an fuly 3, 2002 (Seevice file o, 1-1-F-053 14},

Covservealion Mowvares

CVPIA workpians (USO1-BORSFWS 20030 provide information on aceomplishroems of the
CWPLA Tuhitat Restoration Program for listed species for 2002-2003. The stas of other
conseryalion medsurcs that are part of the envirenmenta| basebine is desented in the Broject
Drescnplicn.

Effects of the Proposed Action and Cumulative Effects

Thig bivlowtcal opinion analyzcs the ceasanabiy forcseeable cifccts of implenmemativn ofbe 559
inlemim water conteacis over a periodd of bao years, fom the year 2004 rough 2006, Refler to
the Intraduction for a discussion of the relationshiy of this consuhiation 1o related Reclamation
actions that also roguire Sonssltation.

Assumprions. This suhsecton, while not exhausive, laws ow some of 1he assumpticns we have
made in order 1o complote this effects anulysig, Failure 10 mect any ol these assumptions mav be
grounds for reititiation of this consultation.
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We assume the proposed action will be irplemented ag describud i the Description of
the Praposed Sciion section, abave, and any documsimation referenced in that section,
such as appendices or attached docuaments.

We assume Reclamation will consult on actions wiereelaled with this comaybsation.
weluling But not Hiomited t operalions and maintenanze, exchanges, assignments,
ransiers, convevance, and managetent of Nomd waters (215 water, e ), aml olber
acticns describod in the Intenduction as being under sienultansons consuiiation with this
actiowt, ineinging reguesting coneurrense for any determination that an action is aol HReby
1w slversely alfect listed species or ertical hahital, Reclamation has regquesied
consualtation on apcrationg and maisienanes of Reclamation waler convevance facilities
as fieseribed] I the Project Descnption.

The analysis Bar jhis vpinion is based on (e asswmplion that V1 water contragd! amounts
anil deliverics will remain consastont with those provided and analveed inthe Finai PEIS
Ioy CWPLA. We assorne Reclamation will initiate consaltation onder section 7 o the
LSA anany infrastruciure modifications o alher actiens which reselt in modification of
the curment debivery tomimme.

The new arcas considered in the new inteniol catracts are sioilae 1o the areas considered
ian 1he 2002 biological opinion. The *rew™ intesim contrustors are relaively minor in size
and arc predominantly agnvulioral areus, with the exception of FL Porade Irizarion
District, Santa Clara Water Tistrict, and San Juan Water Dustret, all of which have been
addressed in previous interim eontract biological opiniens.

Heclamation ¢ommits 2 the continued implementation ol the conservalion actions that
wiere inchuded m the programmatic constltation on the implementation of the CVIPLA and
Continued Cperatton and Maintenance of the CVE (1-1-98.F-0124, November 28, 20007,

Froeliminary infommation provided by Reelamation imdicates thar for contract zgriealoral
service areas there may bave heeno lie conversion of native lands dueing whe perod fom
1993 o 2001, Information on trends inJand wse ehanges was provided in Appendix D of
the December 23, 20063 draft FONSL

Reclamiion is nol consulting on any “en-fann™ sctions such a5 cropping
practices fallowingsenrollment in conser-ation prograns.

Reclarmation and the Service assume eted users of water {Ihosc that are aciually
cespensible for on-the ground aciivities) will comply with Federal laws such as the K5 A.
Reclamation has, and witl continue o, inform contractors of ESA reguirements,

The proposed action does oot include any oon-Federal astions on non-Federal kand
relative to the end ose of water, "Tuke™ coverage for these pravale astions is not being
requasted by the contraciors or Roclamation.
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1, Any waler deliversd pursuaet o the propaosed interim conleacts will eompart with all
biclogical opimons addressiop CVP aperations (ie., the existing aml apy new biological
vpinions addressing CVICSWT Operational Criteng amd Plan (OO AF).

Action Area

The action arca for this cotsalation comprises the aueresate arca of the 59 contract water
servicy sreas analyged in this biological opinion throvghout 1he Comral Valley and Sierrs
ferothil ls of central California and, for San Jeaquio Valley contractors, 1he approxiomately 2-mils
aree estimated to represent the extont of influenee of groundwater recharge from CVE sucluge
wiler supplies. Descoption ol the now mietin conmraet Seevice areas 15 Atlachment 2,
Supplemental Information on Biterim Benewal Cantracts {USDE-AROR 20035

Virect Effeces and EfTects of Interrelated and Interdépeodent Aclions

The Service anlivipates no direct cffects 1o isted species assaciated with the proposed execulion
ol up to 59 interim contracts [3sted in Talle 2 (new for 20047 and Appendix A (rollovers fhom
200Ky for up 0o Do years between March |, 2004 through February 28, 24006, Cpegation and
miintenance of CVP water conveyance lacilitias, which can be vonsidered interdependent
actions, are undorgsing simuilancous corsuliation as desenbed in the ntreduction, and are ool
addressed in this biolesical epinon,

lodirect Elfects

Todireel effects of the proposed action melude 1he offects of agricultural. meoicipal, and
industeial acuvilies thun wtilize the conleact water. Continued delivery of water under these
contracts is vidal W sustain the agnicultural, residential, ceanmercial, and industrial activities tha
voenT wilthin contracl service areas.  Although many of these activities use OV P waler in
combination with other sopplies, including groundwacr, prvare water fdghts, and waicr from the
State Water Praject, these aclivitics would oot be susiainahle a1 1he same seale, extent, intetsily,
annd dboration absent federal water supplivs. O the ather hand, the land use zenvities that are
sosldined by ot that will wbilize conmiract water are nol comrolicd by Boclanatian, oor are They
comrolled by the water contrictors. Water disteicts ane retailers of OV F water, wheress land use
is controlled by chd-users such as individual farmers o the case of agriculiural wse, or by lecal or
slabe gowertmens m the case of residential, comrmerial, and indusital activives. Singp these
land wses are not contrelled by the consulling Federal ageney ot the Feteral apenc v applicant, no
incidental take wil) be authorized in this biological epiten fur actions related 10 agriculoral,
residential, commereial, and ndusteial land sses that vldmately wiilize comeacy water, Teo the
extent that these aciivities bave cEfucts that resull moke, such activites mes) oblain
amtheorizanon for such take thrangh ciiber section 7 or section 10 of the Indangered Speeies Act

EFfects Overview

The follgwing represeits a gencral gverview of the 1ypes of effects that we aoticipate will anse

from he proposed two-year tnterm contract rencwal and which arg applicable to all species in
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Table 1. We anticipare that efleors will be similar in scope and sipnificance as those ananzed
our recent evaluations of the previous contrart rehewals (Service ile nos. E-1-00-T-0056 and -
1-02-F-0070%, and i the prageanunatic hiolseical opinion eo implementation of the Cenitral
Valley Projeet Improvement Act {Service Glo ne. L-1-9R.T-01724).

Bectasmanon provided inltormaiion gencrated by the Conteal Walley Habitam Monitonng Program
for interm renewal conractors i Ablachnent & of the Supplemental Tnfomaien on Tnierim
Renewal Conwacts (USOI-B0OR M00G34). Ties informulion summianzes 1land uge changss it water
digtricls between the vears 1993 and 2000, Infprmatian frorm these reparts is wsed n the
following analysis, Most of 1he boss of nataral landcaver appeared 1o have oceurred in rapidly
urbanixing water disniets sueh as Bl Dacado Imausstion Disoct (western F Darado County); San
Toan Waler District {Sacramento Coundy), and Santa Clara Valley Water District {Santa {lara

L ounty].

Craerervation sgiswres, Busentiz] totbe Andings below are Reclamation's past and contbinuing
conservation effors 1o recover lisked species tirough the Central Valley lnprovement Aet

(B 1 Mether) and Ceateal Yalley Peoject Conservaiion Program. These programs bave provided
funding for babital acgquisiion and management, surveys, and rescarch that have contnbuted fo
the recovery of numeraus listed species thae hay e been adversely affecied by the Conteald Yatley
Project. Accomphshoments and work plans {or these programs ever 1he past two vears are
summanzed in LSDI-BORS WS 2003,

The measures descobed inthe project deseription or comminnents are ioterded 10 eeduce,
smcliorate. or reverse effocts of warey diverssioms and delivenics oo listed and proposcd spocies
withun the action arca. Sotne, b aol afl, messures have been Fully implementcd. The
comservation measiees help olfsel the offects of habitat conversion and fragicitation hy
HlentiMving, protecting., aod restoring habitas that bas been idenhified as impenant [ recovery,
and providing funding for other bagh proanty recovery actions,  Aciions funded by these
pragrams conmibure o stabiliving e improving the overall status of listed species that bave Teen
affvcied by past operation of the Central Walley Projeet. Were it not for the cominuing
commitment of Reclamation and 1he applicants w implement the conservilion measures amd
terms and coosditions af past hiulegical opintons on intenm eontrict renewals, there woall be
Hide o counlerbalance ongoing sdverse effects of fand wse ehanues relaed v Foderal water
delivenies thal chiminale or degradc halifat of histed speeics. Beclamation will continus 1o work
with our office Lo imploment the conservation measures over the tewo-year penod of the intenna
enntract retewals.

foarsifrg agriculturg vses [Uis the Serviee’s undersianiling that 1he proposced contricts would
provide unchanged amounts of water to the contraclors fsce Assumptions, shove), We anticipate
that conumtest application of Federa] water to cxisting uses fver the nexy two years, without
alicration of use, will result in ¢ffects to listed specics similar 1o those ongoing effects deserbed
i the Epvirpmmental Baseling seetion, above, Elgwever, some conversion between diflorent
gurieultural uses receiving unchanged deliveries of contract water could result in iropacts, or
beneiits, to listed species. For example, some row ceops have low habital valoe for kit fox, while
otchards can have bigher velues. Conversion of archarls e row crops may adversely aftect kit
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foxes without topgering Reclamation or Dhatnct review, The same prineiple would apply to
wian] gactor snake and e land fallowing 4z difTerent amounts of Tand in differenn areas may e
fallowed froom ome vear W anmber, In the shsence of opponenity 1o vvaluale trends in land uses
in the contract areas, mformation arovided by Reclamation indicates that uses on lands already
converted 1o agneuliere ag of this date withio the disines will Temain on averaee Lthye same over
tha two-vear peried analvzed in this biological epinion and that there will be no sigmficant
adverse changes in the statos of Tisted species that neeur within gricultoral water hsinos as a
tesult of the proposed intenim renewal of 29 water scovice contracts,

Mahieat conversion and frugpmemiaiinn.

A substantial threat to listed species popualztions remaining in ierim conleact areas 15 continoed
conversion of useiud habitals lo neo-habisat or less useful habilats, Habitat conversions may 1o
many cases ocour 26 a result of, or be refated o, tederal water deliverics, siace water supphics are
limited and water is needed for agnculeral and municipal and industnal develgpments o the
somi-snd southem Central Valley, Appendices EY and £ of the December 23, 2003, [Drait
Findinr of No Significant impact (drafl FONSO)(1S01-BOR 20030} provide infibemation on
the stamus and Jindings af the Cemeal Valley g Monitonns Prosram, Baswed an this
prelimingry information on (rends between 1993 and 2000, it appears conversion of native
habitat within contract Service arcas may be small in the majority of muetim contract secrvice
arcgs. Two arcas of special copcearn, El Dorade eriganion Dhstrict and Santa Clara Water
District, are addeessed separately below becaose part of their senvice arca includes rapidly
developing urban sreas. Based on the low amount of within water disttiet babetat conversion
owver the seven-vear peniod of 1993 to 2008 we anticipate no signiftcant change in 1hal 1rend
during the two-yeas period of the proposed interim contract renewals, f.e, ongoing cftects 1o
listed species desenbed below will continue. but because of the bricf varure o the Federal action,
we can make a finding that thesc trends will oot appreciably eedoce the likelibood of both the
survival and recovery of listed species.

As poted alwve, ntost babitat convensions are oulside the control of Reclamation ot 1he
cantractars. Canversions inside the contract service sreas that use groundwater and ars not
directly supplicd with Foderal water could continue unahated,

Likewise, canversions autside the Distnots that use groundwater and are within the zone
muatenially slfevied by recharge from Federal water applications could contines, and are
inkerTelated with the proposed contract deliveries, There may alse be some usc of tail-waters
flowing off arcas supplied by Federsl deliverics, both in and below the contract semvice arcas.
Such interrelated bay uneontrollod conversions are supporicd by the Federal sesion becaonse they
eely oo proundwaler recharge by Federal water, Even if the actoal "Tederal™ water molecules
have net yel reached their wells, recharge by Fedesal water can be responsiole for the bydraalic
hcad that makes sufficient guantitics of waler available to their pumps. Based on recent trends,
howevet, it is reasonable o expect 1hat intemelated uncontenlled conversions will 1ake place with
detectable effoets. These actions conteabute w stressars on Llisted specics and underscore the
importance of continged implementation of conscrvation pregrams thronphout arcas 1that receive
Cemral Valley Project water.
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We conasider habitats of valuc 1o listed specics within two miles of contractang districts to e
vulnerable W two forms of habiar conversion resulimg Eam dederal waler delivenivs: annexation
e eontracting disticts, and conversions suppotied by proundwater rechargs. Some such
convorsions may underga indeperden processes 1o comply with the Act, either section 7 or
section L

Hlabuim conversions also can fragment remaining hatity? and break habitat connecnvity neede
to allow a specics to disperss throughont its range. Dispersal promutes pene Now and among
dilferent porlions of 4 specics range. and s ieperiam we maintaio stable populations within
available habitat theough the species” range as populations foctoale ever time, Loss of
cunmeciing hahital that reduces vene flow and popudation imerchange may reduce the Tikelibond
of survival and recovery of listed species by isofating pepulations within small habial patches
that are af increased risk of eximpation ftom stechastic ovems, iodreeding depression, or other
faceors. We conzider that habial conversions that frapmens and reduce the comnactivily belwesn
remaining pivees of habitat arc bReiy e bave such effects on all listed species aldressed 1o this
consaltation. Tlabiiat feagmentation that reselts oot Jaod wse changes Temains @ mager threat for
the listed wpucies addressed hereim within be action and throughout their sanges. Ay noed
cleewhere in this discussion, the briel nature of the Jederal action 35 a significan: factor in the
findimps of this bielouwical cpinion.

Elabitat conversion and fragmentation affect lisked species by moditving or destenving habicat o
an exic that results in deanh of wildlife or impainment 0 essential bebaviors in nrany ways,
including {a} heouph starvarion, by destroving prey base and mber foed sources: (o) displacing
anintials and fercing movement to adjacent arcas of nen-habital, increasing expostre w0 predators
prother sourees of montality, such as roadways, dogs, and cals, oo forcing animals inte adjacent
habitat in which they most compere with resident individaas; (¢) climinating brecding and
rearing hahitat (burress, trecs, and ibe liked; (1) Trunealing hydrolegic conoecuons within
seggonal welland complexes than changes hydropertods to resimes onsuiable for listed speeies
that repraduce in scasonal wetlands, or by making hydropeniods suitable {or predaiars of Tisted
specicy such as bullfrogs: (¢) mcreasimy exposure to oil. pesticides, and oher toxic substanecs
assoeigled wilh urban envirgnements: {0} mereasing expostre 10 stressors such as noise. light,
human presence, ofl-road vehicles associated with wban enviconments. The significance of
these effocts on sumvaval and recovery of species aldressed 0 this conswltation, ot within the
action area and throughout their respective runpes, ynderscores the impotasce of continued
tmplementation aml expansion of consenvglion programs throughout areas 1bat receive Centeal
Valley Projcet waler,

Pexticide wse. Anntermelated el af Federal water deliveries (o contractars 15 the usc of
pesticides, including insecticides, acarcides, herbicides, fingicides, and other chenngals, on
crops growts heneliliong from Federal watee. Tffects of postieide wie on listed specics are
addressed n the 2082 hinlagleal apinton on interun comeas rencwal (Serviee fle 2 14| -02-F-
0076G). We anticipate effects of the proposes] comtract renewal to be sinular in lregquensy,
ttensiey, Puratiom, and significance, 1o those analyred 0 the 2002 kiolopics] opinion.
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Cueremly avaiiable inlormation on the Californie 1iger salsmander (Davidson er af, 2001, 2002
as cited in FR 64:28648) mdicates tha researchers have been unable 1o find a signeficant overall
relationship between upwind aericubiure and dectine ot Califtrnia tyer salanander, Calitomia
tiper salamanders are otherwse adversely affectel by Rabitat [oss and fragmentation as descrbed
abovy. Based onomfommation provided in Appendices [¥ and E o the Drafl FONST (LSRR
2005, we do nor amicipate that habiad 1oss ane fragmentation within the $9 inlerion cortract
corviee arcas will rise to 4 Jeve] that woald preciude the sunvival and recovery of the species vver
the next two vears. Lenger tenn effects in these areas 15 potential e coneem, bowever,

Ferttlizers, Feailizers can direoily adversely affoct amplubians sueh as the Califomia leer
salamander. Runoif into ponds or direg] application 1o ponds or upland areas where salumanders
are active may resalt in monality and sub-Jothat effects (Sehbhecweiss and Schnevweiss 1957,
Ferilizer tnput can lead to ewtrophicaion of vermal pools, which can kill vermal pools specics by
reducing the concentzation of Jissolved axvigen (Bosers 1998)

Solenium-relaied Effecis. The effects af selenium draipage were analyveed in the 2002 biological
opuan aud ave expectel W remain the ssme hreagh the tyo year term of intecim cantract
renewyl, Lomg torm effects of selenium drainage will be anabvted duniog long e contract
rencwals, A dotailod discussion of Beclamation actions ceparding selenium drainags was
previded in Araciment 2, Supplementa] Information oo Intenim Renewal Cantracts {[SDEBOR
20034},

Ripurian Tiabitars, Riparian hahitats tha had previously flooded too fieguently w sustain
pemtanetd agriculture o residence are now subject o developmental pressuees (Service 1991)
due o developmen of extensive flond control projects throughout ihe Cemrad Valley, Itis
gatimaied that oaly 5.8 pereent of nparian babitar alooge the San Joaguin remains in the mud-
[980s, The acreape 15 Lkely 1o be mech less 1aday (Setvice 199%). Cobversion of ripadn
habitst for agnculture and development in some lecations is supparted by OV P water delivenos,

Listed species aysociated with ripanan hahitats in the San Joaquin Valley include: Buena Yisig
lake shrew, piant garter soake, jeasi Tiell's virco, niparian brush febhin, fpanan woodtat, and
vailey clderberry lomghorm beetle. The giant paner spake and valley clderhesry langhorn heetle
are widely distiobuted throughout the valley, Although the loss of 2dditional npanan habilam
would adversely impact these specics, it weuld not jeopanlize thetr recovery, The least Bell's
v iren has suffieient populations in thear southern ranie 1o sustain the speeies in the toreseeable
future, However, resteration af rparfan babital in the San Joaguin Valley was identified a5 4
critical 1ask to rocovery (Scrvice 1948a, Task 1.123)

Buena Wista lake shrew, tipanan brush rahbut, and dpaniasn woodrat. are known from lew
localitics, und arc facing eminent extinclion i trends arc nee reversed, Thus, restoration of
nparian habatat along 1he Central Valley, their historical habita, i3 critical 1o be tegovery of
hese species, o past years, Reclamation has been working with the Service, ESRP aud olher
partoers o 1naate recovery efforts for these oparian species. Projects ineluded consussing
riparian brush rabbit and npanian woeklral papualations it Caswell Memorial Slate Park,
investigating protection of the Park, and working to establish yn expedmental population of
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ripanat hrush rabbit on Reclamation owned laad along Kiogs River in Fresno County. The
aepom plishirents ol these programs are summanized in CVILA workplans (1T30RBOR WS
LELEY)

Lanta Clarg Water Disirict

As stated 1o the Projeet Descnption, Santa £ lara Walley WTD can use up i 6,00 aere-foet of
UV water frien thy assigoment dupng the two vear peried of the interim venewal contract. To
aie, Santa Clara Valley W0 has divenled approxonarely 4000 af ol wiser, so ne more then
approximately & 000 af total can be wsed by Santa Clamm Valley W between March 1, 2804 and
the end of Febroary 2009 Mast likely, Santa Clara Valley WL, ivstead of YWestlanls WD
wall seheduwls all or g portion of the 6,000 af available puesvant 1o the assignment. only OV
allocations n cither 2004 or 2008 are significantly less than 104 percent.

Trend data provided by Beelamation in Appendee T3 of the Drraft FONSL{CSDI-BOR 2003h)
indicates that atore fhan 500 aeres of natund lards have been conveded w orhan osés in oy
period from 1993 10 2006k Informatton has bol beep provided as 10 whether these lands
supponed federally Hsted specics. Ay discugsed in the 'roject Deseripticon, Santa Clara Vallew
Water Disteict, mocopjunstion with the City of San Tese and Sania Clara Cowngy, have commiticd
ter thy development of @ mulli-specics Habitat Consercation Plan, Althoeuph the plan will not be
tn place during the iwe vewr penad of erion coniract renewsd, the land wse agencies arc
working with resource agencies, ingluding the Service. to develop interim steategios to adilress
rectonal growth cffects unti] the plan is complete and penmts are issued, Complance with the
ESA for intenim projocts will be ohiained., as appropsiate, through incidenta) take exempiion
under seetion 7 or 1O of the ESA during the interim period,

The cileets of the proposed water contraet deliveries 1o Santa Clara Vailey WD for the next two
years are considered small based on the fellowing considerations: the relatively spall amown of
the contract (6 ) acre-fect maxinwnm over the two year peviod) compared with total annual
water use within the Couwmy 15 abouwt 406 000 al'y the shott term of the inlerim water conlrace
authorizauen (twe years), and the natore o the supply. This is 2 dry vear supply to compensaste
for shorapes. 1t is assumed i the proposed water contract were ol renewed 1he Santa Clara
Valley WD would makeup the needed 0,000 af theough aby ong ar combination of the following
allermativy sources: groundwater, groundwaler banking, conservalion, or COUpOTANY [rans fery.

Westlands Warer Thsirict

Much of the effects discussion in the 2008 Interim hiolugical opinion is generally applicable 1o
Westlands WD, Wesdands WD includes hahutat tvpes with value o listed specics, meluding
lands that have tu been imigated. San Joaquin kin fox. kangaroo rats, blunt-nased leepard
hivards, and other listed species are 1ikely W usc the area. These species are most Tikely o cxist
on “expansion lands”, which are mosthy naturally-vepetated lamds autside the “consolidated place
of use'" (purswant o State Wiater Resoutees Condrol Board T2-1641) which have not vet been
corvered. Reclamation will not deliver CVP water 1o these lamls undil they bave been included
in the authorized place of use throngh application 1o the Swate Water Resources Comeal Board,
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Westlands also includes™encroachment lands", which are fonmilly naturally-vegetated lands that
were coverted 1o agrieulural and muoicipal vies with CVI water while cunside the CVE
authorieed place of use, These lands are now imeluded i e consolidated place of use
accotdance with State Water Resources Copieal Board D-1641. Most of Westlands 15 canvened,
irmigated taemlind. Reclamation has taken s1eps o oasstre 1hat the Intetine contragts do not esalt
in conversion of lisied specics hubiat, 1nd secording to Westlands WTI ihe waler would be wsed
on existing iripated croplands. The meximum 6,260 agre-leet proposed would e adeguae 1o
imate perhaps 2,600 10 5000 acres. Wetherefore expect that the impact of the propased action
1 the conservation status of listed species wonld not be appeeciatle for (e two Year inlerim
prrioed.

City of Tracy

The proposed assignmienis from Bans Carbona lrigation Dissrict and West Side Immization
District to the City of Tracy will e wael to support additional urban growth in the City of Tracy.
Lrhan espansion in the CHy of Tracy will resalt in habitar loyz and fragmentation for the %an
Joagquin kit fox, The ctfects of this assignment, wgether woh the eeleges ol ioerdependent
actinns, ave adiressed thraugh the section 1008 1 )Y permit issucd to the City of Tracy for
implemeniation of the San Joagquin Multi-Specics Conservation Plan. Beclameation has
completed Endangered Specics Avt compliance (o1 this assignment through our April 13, 2003,
biclogical opinion ot these assignmens (Service fle 2 1-1-03-F-01 28]

El Dwrado Leripation [Mstrict

The preposed action also inchades the execuiion of comraet Vo, 14.006-200.849-117 with E]
Dorado [rrigation Districy while pending fnal ransfer of the Sty Park Unic otle 1 the B Borado
bmipation Distoct, Information provided o Appencices © ) 13 of the Draft FORSI (1L SDL-
BOML 2003h0) indicates that appreximately 3,600 zores of patural Jands bave becn converded o
urban wges dueing he peiod between 1Y apd 20IKY however, the actunsl gmound of conversion
15 samewhat tess beeause the 3,00 acres does net deduet overlap in service arca between E
Dorade Lerigativn District - Sy Park, and El Dorade Imigation isider. Na infoonation was
provided as 1o wheiher those lands were within the sabge af the pahbro soils plants ar the
California eed-lepyred frog. We do have inlarmoation that conservation programs undeitaken by
Reclamalion, in panaership with athers, has continued W provide funding o aequine. protect,
manage, and restare impartant recovery habitat for pabbro soils plants and Califoemia red-legged
feog wn western B Dorade County during the same perioal {LSDT-BORAEWS 2003),

Cumulative Elfects

Comualavve effvets include the cffcets of future Stare, Tribagl, local or privalc actions that ace
reasonably cortain to occut in the avlion arce constdered in this Bivloguwal epinen. Fuiure
Federal activoy unrelated to the propesed action are nor considered in this seclion because they
Teyuite sepirate consultation parsuant o seciion 7 ofthe Acl. The discussion of comulaive
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elfects in the 2000 and 2002 bigiopical opinions on imerin contracts is mcerparated by
referense,

Most of the itdivect cffeets of the proposed action aee also cumulative fTects, hecaose they arc
carrigel ool by Sate, lucal, or private aotivies, no the action ayency or the applicams. We
anticipale the cumplative ¢fvets to tsted spocics to be vory simailar o those desenibed above for
indiract effects and eftects of interdependent acuons. We do not anticipate sipnificant
curnnlanve cilccry m ibe primanly agricuhoral water distres over the nexd tvo years because so
litdle: babilal remaing. While we expest that continued habitsl loss and fragmentanon throughout
the action ares will continee 1o adversely affect the lated species adidressed in this opinion,
tecent lrends of habitat conversion within e pamacly asrcuhural water distncts do not
indicate that these cffects will rise 1o a level of signeficange that would procliade the sueival or
recovery o0 hese species dudng the oext rwo vears, To the extent that these actions have effocts
Lthit result in ingidental take of listed spocics, the sponsors, appicants, or propopees of such
zctions must oblain excmphion Bor such take thraugh cither section 7 or seetion 10 ol the
Endanpered Specics Act.

In the waler distogls where CY P water will camprise a porlian of e manicipa] water supply for
rapldly expanding urhan areas such o8 San Jose in Sanig Clary Water Districl, westem E] Dorado
County, San Juan Water Thstricl, and the Ciy of Tracy, the Hkelihood of significane cumulative
cffocts during the next two wears 1s grearet than in the poman |y agriculerad water distiocis, We
healiove thar early cfibrls foward a regional conservation planning process eing undentaken by
Sanka Clara Water District, Santa Clara County, and local jursdichens, o parnersbip with oar
office, will prevent cumulative cficers feom asing oow level of sienificanee that would preclude
the survival or recovery of these specics Junng the nexd twe vears. [n westem FL Dorade
County, we helicve diat ongeing funding of habiiat for gabbro seils plary thradgh the CVPLA
Habian Restoration fund (TSDLRORTWE 2003), i partnership winh other funding sources,
and high level af loe] awireness of the sensiiviey of these placs e fusther habilal conversion
anal fragmentation, likely lawers the Bkelihood of comulative effeers nsing to a level of
sigmificance that woeuld peeclude the survival o recovery of these spocics during 1he next mvo
wvoars, As descobed nothe effects seetion above, the elfects of growlh over the nusl 1wo years
and hevond are covered by their section 10fa) {1 )R} permit issued for the San Joaguain Mult:-
Spoctes Conservaton Plan.

Conclusion

Afler reviewing the cuitent staius of the specics io Table |, the emvironmental haschine for the
action arca. the effocts of the proposed action, and the cumulative effects, it is the Service's
biological opimon that the inlenn renewai of 539 water service contrscls, as proposed, 1s nol
likely 10 jeopardize the coptinacd existence ol the specics sted o Takie 1, and is not iikely to
destroy or adversely modify eritical habitst of listed vernal pool species.

Alter revicwing Lhe currem slaus of the Central Distined Population Segmets of 1he Calilomia
tiper salammander, the enviremmental bascling fet the action area, the effccts of the proposcd
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action and the curmdative effects, it is the Serviee's eanlerenee opimugn 1hat the ictenm rengwal
af 59 waler sorviee conlsdcls, 25 proposed, 15 not likely w jeopardizc the continued exislence of
the proposed Contral Distinet Populatien Segment ol the Calilormaa tiger subamander,

These conchisions are basaed an L} (he asse=umioon thal the action is tmplemented as desersbed in
this biological opioion, particular]y in cegard o the conscrvation measuees deserihed o the
Project Deserption, snd (2) the shont duratan of ihe projosed Federal action,

Incidental Take Statement

Section 9 of the FEA and Federal repelation purseans to section 4(d) of the 15A prohihit the tike
of codsopered and threatened species, respectively, withoul special cxemption. Take 1s defined
as hapass, haom, puesse, I, shool, wound. ki, trap, capture or collect, or to atéempl 10 ¢hgage
in any such conduct, Harass is defined Ty the Service as an intentional or negligent act or
omisgaon which creares the likelihood of injury ta a listed speeies by anbaying it o such an
extent as oo signdficantly disoapt nenmal bebayioeal pattems which inelade, bat are net limited 1o,
breeding, foeding, or sheltering. Hamn is defined by the Service to nclode sizpidiean habuatl
nodi fication or degradation Mial resulis in death or injury to listed spoeeies by inprairing
bebavioral pattetns including breeding, fecding. or sheltennog. [nelental take s dedmed a5 1ake
that 15 incident] @, and not the parpose of, 1y carmyving cut of a0 otherwise lawful activity.
LUnder the terms of seetion F{h4) and seotion T{oi( 21 taking that is incidental o anid nol
intended as part of the agency uoiion is nowconstdered to be prabibiicd wking wnder the E5A
provided that such taking is in comphance with this Incidental Take Statemes:.

Sectivoy 7(bM4) and T(a)1(2) of the ESA, which refer o teoons ynd condilions and excimptions on
raking lsted fish and wildlilc spectes, do oot apply o listed plant spoeies. However, section
{a)2) ef the ESA prohibits remaval, reduction o porscssion, and maheious damase or
destruction of listed plam species from arcas anater Federal jursdiction, as well as any act that
would remove, cut, dig up, or damagze or destiroy any such speeics on any arca i ki oy
violation of any State law ar regulation, including the Califemia Endanpered Species Adt, o in
the course of any vielation ol o Stale cominal respass law. Actons funded, authorized or
implemented by a Federad agency 1hat could incidentatly result in the damage or destruction of
such apecics on Federal lands are not a viodation of the Act, provided the Service determines i a
biological opinion that the actiens are ool likely to jeopardie the cantinyed existence of the
PLOLes.

The specics in Table 1 are likely 10 by subject 1o some adverse cdTets through habiian loss and
fragimentatian associated with land use chanpes supported io whole or in part By water provided
uruler the 59 inlerim waler service cotracls, As noted proviewsly, neither the federal action
aReney noT the applicanis cxercise comenl over or implement these actioms thal tesuit in take of
bisted species: either due o mditect effects, ar from the eftfects of interdependent actions. For
this reason, oo incidental 1ake is excaopled by this biological opmian.
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Conservation Recommendations

Seetinn T(al(1} of ke TSA directs Federal agencics v utiliae thert authorities i finher the
purposcs o the Act by carrvitg ot canservalion programs for the benefi of endangered wnd
threatencd specics, The term “conservation reemumendaions” hag been defined as sugresions
froon the Scrvier reparding giscretunany medsweres 1o minimize or gvoid adverse effects of a
propused aciion on listed species or oritical habitar or regardiog the develupment of infamation,
The recommiendations provided bere relate only w the proposed action 2nd do nol necessanly
represent camplete [ulfllownl of 1he ageney™s T(al{ 1) responsibilities for these specics. 1o order
for ke Service o be kept informed of actions that eitber mimisndze or aven) sdverse offocts or
thiat benefit listed specics or their pabitars, the Service requests notification of the
implementation of any conservation recommendations.

The Serviee recommicnds that Heelamation:

L. Continue 1o take affimative acuans o offsel the impacts of past and prezent CVP
implementateon and ity consequences on listed specaes. In particular, assise the Service
and o1her organizalions i permacently canservng lands iImportant as bahitat or
mavemcnl cormdors for Listed species. and oxpand existing conscrvatian and restaration
programs for listed species and specics trending towards listing,

2, Frogetively cncourage and fand eetircorsent of seleniferouns sgricultueal lands, incleding
hut not limited to those within or adjacent to the Gragsland Dearage Arca. This suppon
could 1ake the fonmn of lund porchases, incentives for withdrawing such lands from
impalien, disinestnives for applyving Federal water, reclassifving selentferous lands, ot
ceteri, and should be pursued by Reclmation whether independently or in conperation
with other appropriate Federal, Stale, and local agencies.

i Reallocate Ceniral Valley Propect warter from retired lands to meet listed spocies water
supply neods.

4 Continne o assisl the Service inthe implonentation of recovery actions ot the Final
Recovery Plan for Califonua red-legped frog (USEWS 20025, Tiralt Recovery Plan for
the Giant Garler Soake (USFWS 1995), Final Recovery Plan for gabhro sodl planes of the
Centrat Sicra Nevada faothills (L SFWSE 2002), Wecavery Plan for Serpentine Soil
Spevies of the San Franciseo Bay Arca (USTWS. Septomber 19954), Revovery Plan for
Uplani Species in the San Joaquin Valley (LSEWS, Suptember 1998h), Draft Recovery
Plac dor 1he least Bell's viceo (LSEPWS, 1998 ), Roecovery Plan for the laree-{loweresd
fiddlencck (USFWS, Y97, Recovery Plan for the SacramentoSan Joaguin Delta Native
Fishes (LSEWS,1995), and Recovery Plan lor valley eldetbomy lenghom becile
{LSTFWS, 1984),

. Agzsist the Serviee and other relevant parties in nopiementation of recomiended actions
W rednee the extenl and severiy of dratnwaler cortamination identified inothe San
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Joaguin Vallew Drrainage Progran’s Final Report: A Management #an for Agncaltueal
Nubzurface Orainage and Refaws) Peodlems on the Westside San Joaguin Valley,

1 order for tbe Senvice to be kopl informed af actioms minimicing or avoiding sdverse clfccts of
benefiting lsted speeies or their babitats, the Scrvice requesis aotfteation of the implemenanion
of any conservation recammandations.

Reinitiation—Closing Statement

This concludes farmal popsullation on the proposed 2004200 Intenny water contracts. As
provided in 30 CFR §402.16. reinitiation of formal eomsuitatiety is reqaiced where diseretionary
Federal ageney invelvoment or contrel over the aclion s been maintained for 15 autharized By
Taw ] and i F; {11 the amount or cxtent of incidental 1ake is excoedisl: §2) new information roveals
effects of the agency wction that may affeet listed species or entical habitat in a manner or to an
exiunt pol considered in this opinion; {3) the sgency action 1% subsequemnly madifizd in & manner
thal causcs an effeet 1o the listed specics ar critical habitat thal was pot ¢onsidered o this
opinion; or {(4) 2 new specles 35 Lsted or eritical hahisat designated that may be atitered by the
getion. o iostaoces where the amount or extent of incidetdal ke 15 cxcocded, any operalions
causing xuch lake must cease pending reinibation.

This concludes the canlerence o the Cemral DPS of the Califormia tiger salamander for the
proposed interin renewal of 5% water servce comegets, You may ask the Scrvics 1o confirm the
conforence ophuan as a hiodoewical opimion issued through formal consuleatian i the Central FS
ol the Cylifermia tiger salumander is lisied. The request must be o writing, [fthe Service
reviews the proposed actien and finds thut there have been no significant changes m the action s
planned or i e miprmation nsed dudng the conforetve, the Seevice will continn the
confererce apinion as the biological opinicn an the project aod no fecther section 7 consultation
will b neceszary. Reclamation shail request reinitiation of consuliation 10 wpon reviewing the
ellects of the proposed actean after the Califomnia tiger salamander Central DPS heeoties a lisie:l
speeics: (1) 1he amount ar exremt af incidental take 1s execcded; (2} new informiation reveals
cffeets of the agency action thal may aitect lsted species or critical habital in @ Manomer oF W b
extent net considered in this opinion: {3y the ayency action is sabscquent!y modifcd m « manner
that causes an ¢ffect W the Bsied specics or crtical hanital thar was ot coosidered m this
epinion; ur (4} anew specics is listed o7 critieal babilat desivnated that may be affected by the
action.

The ingidental 1ake statcment provided in this conference opinion does net becorme ofTective
until the species s isted and the confercnee opinton is adopted as the bivlogical opinion issued
through formal eonsulation, A1 that time, the project will be reviewesd o deternume whether any
take of the Central 1IXPS of the California riger salamander has ageurred, ™o incidental 1ake was
excinpled in this conference opmon far the Central DPS of the Catiforma tiger salamanter, Any
changes i the effects of the sction that result in take that shewld be exempted shall be addressed
threal reimtiation of consaltation vr conference,
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T bl agical apanion,

Araehmoents
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NOAA FISNERIES,
NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE

CONCURKRENCE LETTER
ON.
2004 RENEWAL OF INTERIM WATER SERVICE
CONTRACTS



M Frank Michny

Fegenal Eovircnmmendal Olfeer
.5, Bureau of Reclamation
Afid-Pacific Ragional Ofhce
2800 Cottage Way

Sucrarnenu, Culifunmia F58I5-1 508

[Drear Mr. Michmy:

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Matlonsl Ceasnic and Atmospheric Adminigtration

AT WAL rAARIMNE FEASAES S8Rw T
Sauthwes! Aeg.an

" 891 Wast Dopan Bowlevasd, Suite 42400
Long Beach, Daligimm SOA02-4:215

e

Fehruarne 27, 20404

L2 Keply Refer Tn

SWIR-(W)-54- 505 BFG

2.4

— - ——

e

1 e s b=

This is in response Lo your Jetter of Noverober 14, 2003 requesting Natonal Marine Fishenes
Service's (NOAS Fisheries) conourrence on tenewal of 53 water servics contracts within the
Cenoteal Valley Project (CVP) for an interim two-year perind from March 1, 2004 through
Febrruary 28, 26, Throee new intenm contracts are sipnilar 10 the 42 interdn contracts cenewer)
it 2H1Z anl contaic provisions descobed in current biologicyd opinions (.. 1993 wanter-run
optmeon PWRCH, as amended, und the mierim sieelhcadfspring-run apimen [CVP-operations,
crileriz and plan OCAT] issued Seprember 20 20020 addressng OVP and Seate Water Project

LSWF) operations.

On Decemmber 22, 2003, NOAA Fisheries issuce a lelter of non-concumenve on the proposed
vontracl renewals, This was hased on the fact hat interim steclheaddspang-rum CYP-OCAP
upinion existing at ihe time would expice oo March 31, 2004, therafoer, it would 0ol cover
intenm contract renewals for the nex( two years, Since that time, the Bureau of Reclamation
(Reclamation) has requested an extension of the CYP.OCAP steelheadspring-run apinion {Sea
Reclamation letier MP-£401 WTR-4.00, dated Seplember 22, 2003, feguesting & 1wo-vear
extension fram Apnl 1. 2004 to April T, 2006, for spring-run Chuincok salmon and Central Valley

stemlhead. b

NOAA Fisheries has reviewed the information provided by Reclamation (letter dated December
24, 1003, MP-150, ENV.T.00} and by FAX dated January 21, 2004 concerning ¢onlmact amounts,
unsereened diversions, and estimates of fish Jusscs as requested in NOAA Fisheries's non-
concumrence lotter {Pecembec 22, 20033, A supplemental steelbeadfepring-ren CVE-QCAP
biclogwal opinion, has been issued by MOAA Fisherres an Febreacy 27, 2004, which covers the
coniineataon of oroject operations and the effects of inkerim contract renewils unii] March 31,
200K, The existing WRO as amended, covers CVP long-ternn contracts for ine utne period
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. requested. Based un the steelhead!spriag-run CVE OCAP opinien coverinpr projoct ofrerdtions
[or the next twa yvears, NOAA Fisheries cian nive concur with Reclmation’s detarminatton gf ot

likely 1o adversely affect for the proposed interim contract renewzls,

Thiz determrinution is based apon the following fuctors:

1

il

&)

by

Contract amounts are limited o established noeds or cxisting contragt amount.
whichever 16 less. There will pe o inerease m total deliverics.

The contracss contain shorlage provishons har aliow fot reduction of deliveries for
variows reasans. including the need for the CVP operations to be modified w mest
requiremnents for listed species.

There are exisiing Mologics) ppinions inat address the effcots of the operation of
the CWVE and SWP on the winrter-ron and spring-run Chinoak salmon, ahd
steelbead. In addigon, Reciamation s presenthy in consultation with NOAA
Fisherizs (g deveiop @ new byological opinion gddnzssing the Jong-lerm oparation
ol the CWP and SWP o replace ke existing intecm OCAP opinien. Reclamanon
has also consubted an the ¢ffects of the operation of the Trinity Dhvision on cobo
sdlmon (see MOAA Fisheres biological opinion tor Totity River Mainsiem
Feshery Restoration issued Octaber L2, 20000,

Tha hvdrologic oporations of the CVP are, and wilf conlinue to be, operated in
compliance wilh existing, ameandad, or gew biological opinions that adedress the
cffects of the opermtion of the CVP on listed species. A letter daed October 29,
1999, was provided (o NOAA Fisheries (o confirm (s commitment.

Reclamaton is committed o engaping NOAA Fisheries as pare of the Ceniral
Valley Project Improvement Act ({CVPIAY - (b)(2) Intcragency Teacn, to provide
recommendations on how to pest dedicate and menage 8O0 G0Q acre-feet of CVE
yield and approsimateiy 300000 acre-feel of CALFED environmentai water.

The propoesed action 15 tieted from the CVPIA Programmatic Enviconmeney]
Impact Statemaent {PEIS) and was consideres] within, and is consizent with the
programmatic hological opinion that NOAA JFishenes developed.

The Cruss YWalley Canal (CVC) and Foant contracts have m existing biological
opmion Cissued fanuyry 20, 2001) addressing long-1erm contract renawal, Any
water delivered to the OV contractors will comply with the requirements of that
biclogical opimon during the 1erm of the proposzd interim renewal contracts,



MOAA Pisheoes agrees with BEeclarmation that the 2xasting biological opinion for winter-run
Chinenk salmon eovers the effects of the CVE operations for the pext vwo vears and will be re-
anidyzed for the Jong-lerm: CVP-OCAP. Therelors, no effects for winier-run Chinook need to be
inetudrd in the sopplermenia] biologeal apiojun gust issued, however. the binlogizal epion for
Cross Vallcy Canal angd Frianl eomtracts doss not have incidental tuke suthorization. s a result.
these vontract rengwals wili need 1w be sddressed in the project descopidian for e iong-term
CVPOCAP opinion,

I vou have any questions regarding this cormespondence, please cortac! Mr. Bruge Oppenheim n
the Sacramemn Arvea Qffize, 650 Capitol Mail, Suite B.300, Sacrementy, Ca 95814, Bruce may
be reached by redephone an (916 230-36073. or by Fas a1 (9161 9303620,

Sincoraly,

ney B Melonis
feting Regronal Administrator

e MaFS-PRD, Long Beach, CA
Irma Lyporsarsino, NMFS, Arcaty, CA



